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and GREENwICH, &c. 
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Men of Genius and 
Learning, tho ſmall 
* my Claim to either, can 


ſhewy 


The Dxpicartion. 
ſhew their Eſteem for Perſons 


of extraordinary. Merit, in a 


ſuperior Manner to the reſt of 
Mankind, I could never em- 
brace a more favourable Op- 


portunity to expreſs my Vene- 
ration for your Grace than be- 


fore a Tranſlation of fo antient 
and valuable an Author as He. 


fad. Your high Deſcent,” and 


the Glory of your. illuſtrious 
Anceſtors are the weakeſt Foun- 
dations of your Praiſe; your 


own exalted Worth attracts the 


Admiration, and I may fay the 
Love, 


The DzpicaTtion: 
Love, of all virtuous and dif. 


tinguiſhing Souls, and to thet 


only I dedicate the following 
Work. The many Circumſtances 


which contributed to the raiſing 
you to the Dignitys which you 
now enjoy, and which render 
you deſerving the greateſt Fa- 
vours aPrince can beſtow, and, 
what is above all, which fix you 


ever dear in the Affection of 
your Country, will be no ſmall 
Part of the Exgliſʒ Hiſtory, and 
ſhall make the Name of Ar- 
ou facred to every Genera- 


tion; 
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they were, by ſo many original 


Productions as we ſhall have of 
our own. By Tranſlations, when 
performed by able Hands, our 
Countrymen have an Opportu- 
nity of diſcovering the Beautys 
of the Antients, without the 


Trouble and Expence of learn- 


ing their Languages, which are 
of no other Advantage to us 

than for the Authors who have 
wrote in them, among which 
the Poets are in the firſt Rank 
of Honour, whoſe Verſes are the 


i de- 
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delightful Channels thro which 
the beſt Precepts of Morality are 
conveyed to the Mind; they 
have generally Something in 
them fo much above the com- 
mon Senſe of Mankind, and 


chat delivered with ſuch Dignity 


of Expreſſion, and in ſuch Har- 


mony of Numbers, all which 


put together conſtitute the Os 

divinum, that the Reader is in- 
ſpired with Sentiments of Honour 
and Virtue, he thinks with Ab- 
horrence of all that is baſe and 


trivial ; 


The DE DICAT TON. 


trivial; I may ſay, while he is 
reading, he is exalted above 
himſelf. 


Lou, my Lord, I ſay, have 


a juſt Senſe of the Benefits 


and will therefore pardon the 
Zeal in which I expreſs Myſelf 
concerning them: and great is 


the Bleſſing, that we want not 
Perſons who have Hearts equal 
to their Powr to cheriſh them : 
and here I muſt beg Leave to 

nt bay 


ariſing from Works of Genius, 


xix 
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pay a Debt of Gratitude to one, 
who, I dare ſay, is as highly 
thought of by all Lovers of po. 
lite Learning as by Myſelf, 1 
mean the Earl of PezEMBROXE. 
Much would I ſay in Commen- 
dation of that great Man, but I 
am checked by the Fear of of- 
fending that Virtue which every 
one admires, The ſame Reaſon 
males Me dwell leſs on the Praiſe 
of your Grace than mg Heart 
inclines Me to. 


The 


The DevDicartion. 


The many Obligations which 
I have received from a Lady, of 


whoſe Virtues I can never ſay 


too much, make it a Duty in 
Me to mention her in the moſt 
grateful Manner; and particu- 


perfecting which I may with Pro- 
priety ſay ſhe greatly conduced by 
her kind Solicitations in my Pe- 
half, and her carneſt Recommen- 
dation of Me to ſeveral Perſons of 


Diſtinction, I believe your Grace 


will not charge Me with Vanity, 


if 


larly before a Tranſlation, to the 
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if I confeſs Myſelf ambitious of 
being in the leaſt Degree of Fa. 
vour with ſo excellent a Lady 

as the — of ANNAN- 
DALE. 


I ſhall conclude, without 
troubling your Grace with any 
more Circumſtances relating to 
Myſelf, ſincerely wiſhing what 
I offer was more worthy your 
Patronage ; and at the ſame Time 
I beg it may be received as pro- 
3 from a juſt Senſe of your 


Emi- 
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Eminence in all that is great and 
laudable. 


I am, my Loa p, 


with the moſt profound Ne ſpect, 
your Ga Ack 
mo#t obedient, 
bumble Servant, 
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DISCOURSE 


LIFE of H ESO b. 


1 Lives of ſew Perſons are confonnded $eft, xi 
with fo many Incertaintys, and fabulous The are 
Relations, as thoſe of Hefiod and Homer; 

for which Reaſon, what may poſſibly be truc is ſome- 

times as much diſputed as the romantic Part of their 

Storys. The firſt has been more fortunate than the 

ether, in furniſhing us, from his Writings, with 

ſome Circumſtances of Himſclf and Family; as the 
Condition of his Father, the Place of his Birth, 

and the Extent of hits Travels; and he has put it 

out of Ditpute, tho he has not fixed the Period, 

that he was one of the carlyeſt Writers of whom 

ve have any Account, 

Bs He 


28 A Diſcourſe on the 


2 He tells us, in the ſecond Book of his Vorl: 
IS ang and Days, that his Father was an Inhabitant of 
Father's =” Cs, 3 in one of the olian Iles; from whence 
| 2 he removed to Aſera, a Village in 'Beotia, at the 
Writings, Foot of Mount Helicon ; which was doubtleſs the 


Place of his Birth, tho Sides, Lilins Gyraldus, 


Fabricius, and others, ſay he was of Cuma. He- 


food himſelf ſeems, and not undeſignedly, to have 
prevented any Miſtake about his Country ; he tells 


us poſitively, in the fame Book, he never was but 
once at Sea, and that in a Voyage from Aulis, a 
Sca-port in Beotia, to the Iſland Exbes. This, 
connected with the former Paſſage of his Father 


Doubt concerning his Country. 


his Father was we are not very 


cf 
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his Father wes Dies, of which wo arc not afſur 
from any of his Writings now extant; but if 
was, I rather believe, had he deſigned to call 


it 


F 


F 


failing from Came to Brot ia, will leave us in no 
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> Brother of the Race of Dior, he would have 
* uſed Af, of Aw qgws; he muſt there- 
” fore by diy ver intend to call him of Race 
” divine. Le Clerc obſerves, on this Paſſage, that 


. the old Poets were always proud of the Epithet 


N 2 
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Remark he ſays, he thinks Heſiod debaſes the Word 
in his Application of it, having ſpoke of the ne- 


= divine, and brings an Inſtance from Homer, who 


Riled the Swincherd of Ulyſes ſo; in the ſame 


ceſſitous Circumſtances of his Father in the follow- 
ing Book, I have no Doubt but Le Clerc is right 
in the Meaning of the Word Jen, but at the 
ſame Time I think his Obſervation on it trifling ; 
becauſe, if his Father was reduced to Poyerty, we 
are not to infer from thence he was never rich, or 
if he was always poor, that is no Argument againſt 
his being of « good Family; nor is the Word divine 
Swincherd, but Proof of the Dignity of tha 
Office in thoſe Times. We are ſupported 

Reading by Tzetzes and Valla, and Frifas, 
have took the Word in the ſame Senſe, in their 
De 


Frater ades (ſays Valla) generoſd . 
Janguine Perſe, 4 
And Friſius calls him, Perſe divine. 


The 


A Diſcourſe on the 
| The Genealogy likewiſe which the Author of 
the Contention betwixt Homer and Heſiod gives us 
Age, very much countenances this Interpretation : we 
Neue told in that Work, that Linus was the Son of 
Apollo, and Thooſe the Daughter of Neptune; 
King Pierur was the Son of Linus, OEagrus of 
Pierus, and the Nymph Methone, and Orphens 
of OEagrus, and the Muſe Calliope; Orphens 
was the Father of Orhrys, Othrys of Harmonides, 
and Harmonides of Philoterpus; from him ſprung 
 Enphemus, the Father of Epiphrades, who begot 
Menalops, the Father of Dios; Heſad and Perſes 
were the Sons of Dios by Pacamede, the Daughter 
of Apollo; Perſes was the Father of Maæon, whoſe 
Daughter, Cryytheis, bore Homer to the River 
| Meles. Humer is here made the great Grandſon 


FFF 
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of Perſes, the Brother of Heſiod. I do not give ON 
this Account with a View it ſhould be much de- wy 
| pended on, for it is plain, from the poctical Ety- A, 
mologys of the Names, it is a ſictitious Genera- * 
tion; yet two uſeſul Inferences may be made wi 
from it; firſt, it is natural to ſuppoſe, the Author P. 
of this Genealogy would not forge ſuch an honour- . 
able Deſcent unleſs it was generally believed he _ 
was of s great Family; nor would he place him 
ſo long before Homer, was it not the prevailing _ 4 
Opinion he wes firſt _ P 


Age of Heſud from ſome Lines in his Works and Longo 
Das; and that he made it agree with the Arun- nus, and 
Alias Marble, which makes him about thirty 4 aun 
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Mr. Kennet tells us of an Aſtronomer, Longo- J. 
a Dane, who undertook to ſettle the J fm 


deli 
Years before Homer. Marble 


Herodotus aſſures us that Head, whom be Go 
places firſt in his Account, and Homer, lived four odotus. 
hundred Years, and no more, before himſelf; this 
muſt carry no ſmall Weight with it, when we con- 
ſider it as delivered down to us by the oldeſt 


* Greek Hiſtorian we have, 


The pious Exclamation „ Weed his. 7-1. 
own Times, in the Beginning of the Iron Age ; writings, 
and the Manner in which the Deſcription of that 
Age is wrote, moſt of the Verbs being in the Fu- 
ture Tenſe, give us Room to imagine he lived 
when the World had but juſt de paried from their 
primitive Virtue, juſt as the Race of Heros was at 
an End, and Men were ſunk into all that is baſe 
—_ wicked. 


Juſtus Lipfius, in his n to the firſt Book 
of Vellejus Paterenulus, ſays, there is more Nw Th Op 


Phvity, aud a greater Air * Awiquity, in the 72% 
Works 


32 A Diſcourſe on the 


and Lu: Works of Heſiod' than of Homer, from which he 
lde, would infer he is the older Writer: and Fabri- 
— > the goes us theſe Words of Ladoiphus Neoco- 
fred. us, who wrote a critical Hiſtory of Homer ; if 
4 Judgement of the two Poets is to be: made 
from their Works, Homer har the 


i the greater Simplicity, and Air of Antiquity, 
in his Stile. _ TIS 


2 


I 


1. 
of 


100 
Fi 


Iliad and 
Odyſſes Los bam. Bind Gy cats from the firſt 
Author, 2 


termine the Queſtion, who was firſt, by 


their 


* 


before I think we have more Reaſon to believe him the 


he could find in Behalf of Homer, fixes his De- 
ciſion on the Arwadelian Marble, To center into 
all the Diſputes which have been an this Head 
would be endleſs, and e, but we may 


Volatile 


1 


Aſter all, it is univerſally agreed he was he- 
2 or at leaſt contemporary with, Homer; but 


older; and Mr. Pope, after all the Authoritys : ; 


R 


% . eee 


Lars of He ob. 


venture to place him a thouſand Years before 
cee, without exceeding an hundred, perhaps, 
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3 I the Diviſion of which 


att 
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a poectical Contention, Amphi- 
Enbea, had inftituted funcial 


Prom Plu- 
tarch,&c. 


Mew, makes Periander give an Account of the 
poetical Contention at Chalcis,; in which Heſtod 
and Hamer are made Antagoniſts; the firſt was 


which he dedicated to the Muſes, with this In- 
ſcription ; 


In Chalcis won from Homer the divine. 


leſs occaſioned by whas Hefad fays of himielf, 
in 


FC TSS. Sr = 


Phutarch, in his Banquet of the fen wiſe 


Conqueror, who received 4 Tripod for his Victory, 


This my, e related by Planen, was doubt. 


; L1irz of Hxs10D. 35 
in the ſecond Book of his Works and Days; 
which Paſſage might poſſibly give Birth to that 
famous Treatiſe, A Owip» & Holly, men- 
| © tioned in the fourth Section of this Diſcourſe. 

' Barnes, in his Preloquium to the ſame Trea- 
tiſe, quotes three Verſes, two from Enfla- 
© thins, and the third added by Lilia, Gyral- 
Aus, in his Life of our Poet, which inform 

| us, that Heſiod and Homer _ 6 
the Honour of Apollo; 


— bs cg Gre jlarns Godin, 
Gee 'AmiAwrs gpunioger br mine Ann. 


»* 27 —_— yy 7 
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Homer, aud I, in Delos fig aur Lays, 
There firſt we ſung, and to Apollo's Praiſes 
New was the Verſe in which we then begun 
in Honour to the God, Latona's Son, 


but theſe, together with the Contention betwixt 
theſe two great Poets, are regarded as no other 
than Fables; and Harne, who had cenainly 
#260 6s much on this Vlad as any Man, and 

6 who 
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15 contrary tw his own Aſſertion, precede 
Contention at Chalcis, Thus have I collected, 


KS 
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' Main, they reſolved, as they thought themſelves 
obliged, to detect the Murderers of a Perſon they 
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ion, whoſe Name was Troilus, and throwed 
cheir Bodys into the Sea, The Body of Troiles 
was caſt on 4 Rock, which retains the Name of 
Troilas from that Accident. The Body of Heſiod 


was received by 4 Shoal of Dolphins as ſoon as 


it was hurled into the Water, and carryed to the 
City Molicria, near the Promontory Rhion; near 
which Place the Locrians then held a folemn 
Feaſt, the ſame which is at this Time celebrated 
with ſo much Pomp. When they ſaw a floating 
Carcaſs they ran with Aſtoniſhment to the Shore, 
and finding it to be the Body of Heſiod, newly 


ſo much eſteemed and honoured. When they had 
found out the Wretches who commited the Mur- 
der, they plunged them alive into the Sca, and 
efterwurds deſtroyed their Houſes, The Remains 


of Heſlod were depoſited in Nemes, and hi- 


Tomb is unknown to moſt Strangers; the Reaſon 
of it being concealed was becauſe of the Orche- 
menians, who had a Deſign, founded on the Ad- 
vice of an Oracle, to ftcal his Remains from 
thence, and to bury them in their own Coun» 


ty, This Account of the Oracle, here mentioned 
Plutareh, is related by Panſaniar, in his 
Bootics. He tells us the Orchomeniens were ad- 

viſcd 


* 
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viſcd by the Oracle to bring the Bones of Heſiod 
into their Country, as the only Means to drive 
away a Peſtilence which raged among them. They 
obeyed the Oracle, found the Bones, and brought 
them Home. Tzetzes ſays they erected a Tomb 
over him, with an Inſcription to this Purpoſe on 


Heſiod, thy Birth is barren Aſcra's Boaſt, 
Thy dead Remains now grace the Minyan Coaſt ; 
Thy Honours to Meridian Glory riſe, 
Grateful thy Name to all the good and wiſe. 


1 We have the Knowledge of fome few Monu- 
ments bee ments which were framed in Honour to this 
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LIFE of Hestov. 
the publick College at Conſtantinople : the only 
original Monument of him beſides, now remain- 
ing, or at leaſt known, is a Marble Buſto in 
the Pembroke Collection at Wilton : * what 
Fulvius Urſinus has publiſhed reſembles that, 
but is only a Baſſo Relieve. From the Manner 
of the Head being cracked of from the lower 


30 


Part, which has ſome of the Hair behind, it 
* appears that both the Parts are of the ſame 
Work and Date. * 


For his Character we need go no farther than 4 


nis Works and Days: with what « dutyful Af. .. 
fection he ſpeaks of his Father, when he pro- 
poſes him as a Pattern to his Brother | His Be- 
 haviour, after the unjuſt Treatment from Perſes 
and the Judges, proves him both « Philoſopher 


is moral Precepts, in the 


Contemplation, and ſeems to have had 
no Ambition but that of acting well, I ſhall con- 
clude my Character of him with that Part of it 


wi, 1 
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which Paterculus fo thought 
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DISCOURSE 


WRITINGS of HESTOD. 


F all the Authors who have n 
Account of the Writings of our Poet 1 
find none ſo perfe@t » the leet Pals. 
cius, in his B Ad my Greca ; he there ſeems 
to have left unread no Work that might in the 
leaſt contribute to the compleating his Deſign :; 
him I ſhall follow in the ſucceeding Diſcourſe, 
ſo far as rclates to the Titles of the Poems, and 


the Authorieys for them. 


I ſhall begin with the Theogony or Generation 
of the Gods, which Fabricius en of ohe K. 
D 
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A Diſcourſe on the 


to be of Heſſod : nor is it doubted, ſays he, that 
P'ythagoras took it for his, who feigned he ſaw 
the Soul of our Poct in Hell chained to a braſen 
Pillar ; a Puniſhment inflicted on him for the Storys 
he invented of the Gods. This doubtlch is the 
Poem that gave Herodotus Occaſion to ſay that 
Heſiod, with Homer, was the firſt who intro. 
duced a Theogony among the Greecians; the firſt 
who gave Names to the Gods, aſtribed to them 
Honours and Arts, giving particular Deſerip- 
tions of their Perſons. The firſt hundred and 
hitcen Lines of this Poem have been diſputed ; 
but I am inclined to believe them genuine, be- 
cauſe Parſanias takes Notice of the Sceptre of Lau- 
rel, which the Poct ſays, in thoſe Verſes, was a 
Preſent to him from the Muſes: and Ovid, in 
the Beginning of his Art of Love, alludes to that 
Paſſage of the Muſes appearing to him; and He- 
ad himſelf, in the ſecond Book of his Works 
and Days, has an Alluſion to theſe Verſes, 
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＋ The Works and Days is the firſt Poem of its 
Works Kind, if we may rely on the Teſtimony of Pliny ; 
«ud Days it being very incertain, lays Fabricius, whether 
the Poems attributed to Orphens were older than 
| Hejud ; among which the Critics and Commen- 
tators mention one of the fame Title with this 
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of our Poet. Panſanias, in his Brot ice, tells 


us he ſaw a Copy of this wrote in Plates of Lead, | 
but without the firſt ten Verſes with which it 
now begins. The only Diſpute about this Piece 


has been conceming the Title, and the Diviſion 
into Books, Some make it two Poems; the firſt 
they call "Epya Works, and the ſecond Hules: 
Days : others call the firſt "Epya Hades Works 
and Days, and the ſecond Hates only, which 
Part conſiſts of but ſixty four Lines: where 1 
mention the Number of Verſes, in this Diſcourſe, 
I ſpeak of them as they ſtand in the Original, 
We find, in ſome Editions, the Diviſion begin- 
ning at the End of the moral and religious 
Precepts; but Grevins denys ſuch Diſtinctions 
being in any of the old Manuſcripts, 
theſe Diviſions were in the firſt Copys ſignifys 
Nothing; for as we find them, in ſeveral late 
Editions, they are very natural, and contribute 
ſomething to the Baſe of the Reader, without 
the leaſt Detriment to the original Text. I am 
ready to imagine we have not this Work delivered 
down to us fo 


e the Port; which I mall endeavour to thew 
in the next Beftion, This Poem, as 7/utarch, 
* his Sympoſuars, aſſures us, was ſung to the 


D x The 


Whether 


perfect as it came from the Hands 
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wndoubred we may poſitively declare it a genuine Work of 
7 Heſiod. We have great Reaſon to believe thoſe 


now ex two Pocms only were remaining in the Reign of 


tant. 


theſe, 
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The Theogony, and Works and Days, are the 
only undoubted Pieces of our Poct now extant; 
the Au Hjaxaivs, the Shield of Hercules, is 
always printed with thoſe two, but has not one 
convincing Argument in its Favour, by which 


Auguſtus : Manilins, whom Mr. Creech has evi- 
dently proved to be an Author of the Auguſtan 
Age, in the ſecond Book of his Aſtronomy, takes 


Notice, in his Commendation of our Poct and his = 


Writings, of no other than the ony, and 


Works and Days. The Verſes of Manilins are 


Hefiodus memorar Diver, Divimg, Parenter; 
Et Chaos enixum Terras ; Orbemgue ſu illi 


lautem; primum, titubantia Sidera, Corpus ; 


Titanaſq, Jenes, Jovis of Cunabula magni; 
Er ſub Fratre Viri N omen, fine Fratre Parentis ; 
Arg; iter..m patrio naſtentem Corpore Bacehum ; 


Omniag; immenſt volitamtia lui Munde ; 


wine! iam Ruris Cultus, Legeſy, rogavit, 
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* Militiamg; Soli; quos Colles Bacchus amaret ; 
Q vor fecunda Ceres Campos , quod Bacchus utrumq; 


Atq, Arbuſta vagis eſſent quod adultera Pomis ; 
Syloarumg, Deos, ſacrataq; Numina Nymphas , 
Pacis Opus, magnos Nature condit in Uſus. 


Thus tranſlated by Mr. Creech. 


— Heſiod ſings the Gods“ immortal Race, 
He ſings how Chaos bore the carthy Maſs; 


How Light from Darkncfs ſtruck did Beams diſplay, 


And Infant Stars firſt ſtagger d in their Way; 


How Name of Brother veil'd an Husband's Love, 
And Juno bore unaided by her Jove; 


Ho twice bornBacchus burs/dtheThund/rer's Thigh; 


And all the Gods that wander tluo the Sky 
Hence he to Fields deſcends, manures the Boll, 
Inſiruds the Plowman, and rewards his T ol; 
He ſings how Corn in Plains, how Vine in Hills, 
Delight, how both wich vaſt Encreafe the Olive fills, 
How 
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How foreign Grafts th' adulterous Stock receives, 
Bears ſtranger Fruit, and wonders at her Leaves; 
An uſeful Work when Peace and Plenty reign, 
And Art joins Nature to improve the Plain. 


The Obſervation Mr. Kennet makes on theſe 
Lines is, that choſe fine Things which the Latin 
Poet recounts about the Birth of the Gods, and 
the making the World, are not fo nearly allyed 
to any Paſſages in the preſent Theogony as to 
juſtify the Alluſion. An Author, who was giving 
an Account of an antient Poet, ought to have 
been more careful than this Biographer was in 
his Judgement of theſe Verſes; becauſe ſuch as 
read him, and are at the ſame Time unlearned 
in the Language of the Poet, are to form their 
Notions from his Sentiments. Mr. Kennet is fo 
very wrong in his Remark here, that in all the 
ſeven Lines, which contain the Encomium on the 
Theogony, I cannot ſee one Expreſſion that has 
not an Alluſion, and a ſtrong one, to ſome par- 
ticular Paſſage in that Poem. I am afraid this 
Gentleman's Modeſty made him diſtruſt himſelf, 
and 100 ſervilely follow this Tranſlation, which 

he quotes in his Life of Hleſud, where he ſeems 

6 


thoſe Paſſages to which Manilius particularly al- 
ludes : his firſt Line relates to the Poem in ge- 


all Things, and even the Gods themſelves; for 
by Divim Tarentes the Latin Poct means 


WerrinGs of Hestop. 


to lay great Streſs on the Judgement of the 
Tranſlator. Mr. Creech has in theſe few Lines, 
ſo unhappyly miſtook his Author, that in ſome 
Places he adds what the Poct never thought of, 
leaves whole Verſes untranſlated, and in other 
Places gives a Senſe quite different to what the 
Poet deſigned. I ſhall now proceed to point out 


neral, the Generation of the Gods; tho we muſt 


take Notice that he had that Part of Heſiod's 


Syſtem in View where he makes Matter precede 


Chaos, Heaven, Harth, Kc, which the Greek 
Poet makes the Parents of the Gods, Heſfod tells 
us, Verſe the hundred and fxteenth, Chaos brought 
forth the Earth her fiſt Offspring; to which the 
ſecond Line here quoted has a plain Reference; 
and Orbemg; ſub illo Infautem, which Mr. Creech 


has omited, may either mean the World in ge- 


neral, or, by ſub ili being annexed, Hell, which, 


according to our Poct, was made a ſubterrancan 


World, Primus, titubantis Sidera, Corpus, 


which is here rendered, aud Infant Stars firf 
fragger'd in their Way, ave the Sun and Moon; 
our Poet calls them H %, M wines, aue 
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n Sem, the great Sun, and the bright Moon; 
the Roman calls them the wandring Planets, the 


chief Bodys in the Firmament; not the firſt 
Works of Heaven, as is interpreted in the Dan- 
phine's Edition of Manilius the fourth Verſe, 
which refers to the Birth of Jove, .and the Wars 
of the Giants and the Gods, one of the 
Subjects of the Theogony, the Engliſh Tranſlator 
has left untouched, I am not ignorant of à va- 
ious Reading of this Paſſage; waz, 


Titanasq; jwviſſe Senis Cunabula magni, 


which has a ſtronger Alluſion to the Battle of the 
Gods than the other Reading, Seni, Cunabula 
magni meaning the ſecond Childhood, or old 
Age, of Saturn. The next Verſe, which is beau- 
tyfully expreſſed in theie two Lines, 


How Name of Brother veil'd an Hurhand's Love, 
And Juno bore wnaided by her Jove, 


plainly directe to Jupiter taking his Siſter Jaw 
to Wife, and June bearing Videan, 6 guarirors ww 
, by which Heſiod means without the mui- 
tudl Joys of Love, The ſucceeding Line has 4 
K. 
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Reference to the Birth of Bacchus; and the ſe- 
venth to the whole Pocm; ſo that he may be 
ſayed to begin and end his Panegyric on the 
Theogony with a general Alluſion to the whole. 
The Latin Poct, in his fix Verſes on the J/orks 
and Days, begins, as on the Theogony, with a 
general Obſervation on the whole Poem: Fleſiod, 
ſays he, enquired into the Tillage and Manage- 


ment of the Country, and into the Laws, or 


Rulcs, of Agriculture; I do not queſtion but 
Manilins, in Legeſque rogavit, had his Eye on 
theſe Words of our Poct Ob-w aw welity N u 
vous, thinis the Law of the Fields. What the 
Roman there ſays of Bacchus loving Hills, and 
of grafting, has no Alluſion to any Pan of the 
preſent Works and Days; but we are not to 
infer from thence that this is not the Poem al- 
luded to, but that thoſe Paſſages are loſt; of 
which I have not the leaſt Doubt, when 1 con- 
ſider of fome Parts of the Works and Days, 


| which aue not ſo well connected as I wiſh they 
were, I think it is indiſputable that Heſiod wrowe 


more of the Vintage than we have now extant, 
and that he likewiſe layed down Rules for the 
Care of Trees; this will appear more clearly, 


this Line, 
(ol Af. 


f ve obſerve in what Manner Virgil intoduces 
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1 Hercules; which Ariffophanes the Grammarian 
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Aſereumg, cano, Romana per Oppida, Carmen. 


This is in the ſecond Book of the Georgics, the 
chief Subjects of which Book are the different 


Methods of producing Trees; of tranſplanting, 


grafting; of the various Kinds of Trees, the pro- 
per Soil for cach Kind; and of the Care of Vines, 
and Olives; and he has in that Book the very 
Expreſſion Manilins applys to Heſiod. Bacchus 
amat Colles, ſays Virgil ; rogavit quos Colles 
Bacchus amaret, ſays the other of our Poet, 


be enquired after what Hills Bacchus loved. 


I ſhould not have uſed Mr, Creech, and Mr. 
Kennet, with ſo much Freedom as I have, had 
not the Tranſlation of one, and the Remark of 

the other, ſo nearly concerned our Poet; but 1 
hope the clearing a difficult and remarkable 
Paſſage in a Claſſic will, in ſome Meaſure, at- 
tone for the Libertys I have took with thoſe 


_ Gentlemen, 


We have now, aſcribed to Hleſud, a Poem 
under the Title of Al Haus, the Shield of 


ſuppoſes to be ſpurious, and that it is an Imi- 
tation of the Shield of Achilles in Homer, J. 


lins 
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lins Gyraldus, and Fabricius, bring all the Te- 
ſtimonys they can for it being wrote by Heſiod; 
but none of them amount to a Proof, Fabricius 
gives us the Opinion of Tauaguil Faber, in theſc 
Words; I am much ſurpriſed that this ſhould 
formerly have been, and is now, a Matter of 
Diſpute ; thiſe who ſuppoſe the Shield wor to 
be of Heſiod have a very ſiender Knowledge of 
the Greck Poetry. This is only the Judgement 
of one Man againſt a Number, and that founded 
on no Authority, I know not what could in- 
duce Tanaquil Faber fo confidently to aſſert this, 
which looks, if I may uſe the Expreſſion, like a 


Sort of bullying a Perſon into his Opinion; by 


forcing him into the dreadful Apprchenſion of 
being thought no Judge of Greek Poctry if he 
will not come in: I fay, I know not what 
could induce him to affert this, for there is no 
Manner of Similitude, to the other Works of our 
Poet ; and here I muſt call in Queſtion the 
Judgement of Ariffophanes, and of ſuch as have 


followc:!) him, for ſuppoſing it to be an Imation 


of the Shicld of Achilles, The whole Poem con- 
fiſts of four hundred and fourſeare Verſes, of 
which the Deſcription of the Shield is but ole 
hundred and fourſeore; in this Deſcription are 
Jome ſimilar Paſſages to that of Achilles, but not 
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ſufficient to juſtify that Opinion: there are like- 
wiſe a few Lines the ſame in both ; but after a 


ſtrict Examination they may poſſibly appear as 


much to the Diſadvantage of Homer as to the 
Author of this Poem. The other Parts have no 


Affinity to any Book in the two Poems of Ho- 


mer. The Poct begins with a beautyful Deſcrip- 
tion of the Perſon of Alcmena, her Love to An- 


phiutryon, and her Amour with Jupiter; from 


thence proceeds to the Characters of Hercules, 
and Iphiclus ; and goes on regularly to the Death 
of Cygnus, which concludes the Poem; with 
many other Particulars, which, as I ſayed be- 
fore, have no Relation to any Part of Homer, 
Among the Writings of our Poct which are loſt 
we have the Titles of Twansy, or Held wr, Ka- 
nn, and of Tuanxir Kamihoyes, Or Het 
Moana; both theſe Titles are likely to belong 
but to one Poem, and to that which Suidas 
mentions, #he Catalogue of Heroic Women in five 
Books; that he compoſed ſuch a Work is certain 
from the two laſt Verſes of the Theogony, and it 


being often mentioned by antient Writers ; we have 


an Account of another Poem under the Title of 
Megre, the Generation of Heros the Favour- 
ers of the Shield of Hereules would have that 
Poem received as 4 Fragment of one of theſe; 


and 
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and all that Le Clerc ſays in Defence of it is, 


ſince Hercules was the moſt famous of Heros, 


it is mot abſurd to imagine the Shield to be 4 


Part of the 'Hpwyovia, tho it is handed down 
to us as 4 diſtinft Work; and yet is but 4 


Fragment of it. Thus we ſee all their Argu- 
ments, both for it being genuine, and a Frag- 
ment of another Poem, are but Conjectures. I 
think they ought not to ſuſpe& it a Part of 
another Work, unleſs they could tell when, where, 
or by whom, the Title was changed. It is cer- 
tainly a very antient Piece, and well worth the 
Notice of Men of Genius, 


Beſides the Pieces juſt mentioned, we find the 6. 


following Catalogue in Fabricius attributed to 1 


Heſud, but now loft. _—_— 
Haes ia or Tali: Nee this was con- 
cerning the Education of Achilles under Chiron, 
which, lays Fabricius, Ariftephanes, in one of 
his Comedys, banters as the Work of Heſiod. 


Mana e or bs % Marrw Maduwel's ' 4 
oem on Divination; the Title is ſuppoſed to 


' be took from Melampusr an antient Phyſician , 


layed do be chilled in Divination by Birds, Part 
ol 
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of this Work is commended hy Athenens, Book 
13. 


Apeprouia nt Or Aged B46: a Treatiſe 
of Aſtronomy. Pliny ſays, according to Heſiod, 
in whoſe Name we have a Book of Aſtrolog y 
extant, the early Seting of the Pleiades is 4 
bout the End of the Autumn Equinox, Not- 
withſtanding this Quotation, Fabricins tells us, 
that Athenens, and Pliny, in ſome other Place, 
have given us Reaſon to believe they thought 
the Poem of Aſtronomy ſuppoſititious, 


Emmiliues zus Bures; this is mentioned by Sui- 
das, with the Addition of we $pujperor a, 4 fi 
neral Song on Batrachus, whom he loved. 


Ilegi Ie, Aan he; this was of the Jr. 
Dattyli, who, ſays Pliny, in his ſeventh Book, 
are recorded, by Heſiod, as Diftoverers of IJ. 
run in Crete: this is likewiſe in the Catalogue 

of Suidas, | 


eee Thiaws g Sind, an Epithalamiun 
ou the Marriage of Peleus and Thetis; two 
Veit of which ar in the N 


au Tate to Lyvaphron, 


155 
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I5s leide; this Book of Geography is men- 


| tioned by Strabv. 


'Aryiucs; a Poem on one AEgimins : this, 


' Atheneus tells us, was wrote by Heſiod, or Cer- 


cops; a Wretch whoſe Name is now remembered 
only for being to Heſiod what Zoilus was to 
Homer. 


as % Ah Kane: the Deſtent 


Ones 


of Theſeus into Hell : this is attributed to He- 


d by Panſanias, in his Beotics. 


"Em Mare 8 Ege, de Tesa, : on Pro- 
phecys or Divination, with an Expoſition of 


Prodigys or Portents ; this is likewiſe men- 


tioned by Panſanias. 


Gu Ag : divine Speeches, which Mavi- 
mus Tyrius takes Notice of in his ſixtcenth Dis- 
ſertation, 


Mods H great, or remarkable, Attions : 


| we find the Title 4 this Work in the cighti; Book 
of Athenens, 


- 


Ki 
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' Kiuxos Tas: the Marriage of Ceyx; we 


have an Account of this Pocm both by Athen ens, 


and Plutarch in his Sympoſiacs. 


Of all theſe Labours of this great Poct we 
ſee Nothing but the Titles remaining except ſome 
Fragments preſerved by Panſanias, Plutarch, 
Polybins, and a few Men who gloryed as much 
in reſcuing a Verſe from the Ruins of Time, as 
a Prince in a Victory over his moſt powerful 
Enemy. We are told that our Poet compolſcd 


the Titles, We are aſſured, from diverſe Paſſages 
in Pliny, that he wrote of the Virtues of Herbs; 
but here Fabricius judiciouſly obſerves, that he 
might, in other Poems, occaſionally treat of va- 
rious Herbs; as in the Beginning of his Work: 
and Days he ſpeaks of the Wholeſomencſs of Mal- 
lows, and the Daffadil, or Aſpbodelos, Cuin- 
in his fifth Book, denys the Fablcs of 
to be wn ae by him, but fays 
firſt Author of them was Heſiod; and Plu- 
that 2 was his Diſciplc - 


W hc 


ſome other Works, of which we have not even 


FN ares forme 


nced by ſomc, 
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we © When we reflect on the Number of Titles, the 
; Poems to which are irreparably loſt, we ſhould 


conſider them as fo many Monuments to raiſe our 
Concern for the Loſs of ſo much Treaſure never to 
wa be retrieved. Let us turn our Thoughts from that 
melancholy Theme, and view the Poet in his living 

Writings; let us read him ourſelyes, and incite our 

Countrymen to a Taſte of the Politeneſi of Greece. 
. Scaliger, in an Epiſtle to Salmaſins, divides the 


Time; in the firſt aroſe Homer and Heſiod; on 
which he has the juſt Obſervation that concludes 

my Diſcourſe : this, ſays he, you may not impro. 
Peri call the Spring of Poeſy, but it is rather 


ro THE 


State of Poetry in Greece into four Periods of 
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| common Neceſſarys of Life were near at Hand, 


The General Argument. 


is the Lover of Strife, and the Occaſion of Troubles. 


The other prompts us on to procure the Neceſſa- 
rys of Life in a fair and honeſt Way. Aſter Pro- 
methens had, by Subtlety, ſtole the Fire clan. 
deſtinely from Jove, (the Fire is by the divine 
Plats, in his Alluſion to this, Paſſage, called the 
Neceſſarys, or Abundance, of Life ; und choſe arc 
called ſubtle who were ſollicitous after the Abun- 
dance of Life) the Cod created a great Evil, which 
was Pandora, that is Fortune, who was endowed 
with all the Gifts of the Gods, meaning all the De- 
neſits of Nature: ſo Fortune may from thence be 
ſayed to have the Diſpoſal of the Comforts of Life; 
and from that Time Care und Prudence are rc- 


fore Promethess had purleined the Fire, alt the 


and caſyly attained ; for Jarurm had firſt made « 
golden Age of Men, to which the Earth yielded 
all her Fruits ſpontancouſly : chef Mortals of the 
golden Age fubmitced 16 8 fot and pleaſan 
Death, and were after made Dawens, and Ho- 


quired in the Management of human Affairs. Be- 
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The General Argument. 


nour attended their Names. To this ſucceeded the 


ſecond; the filver Age, worſt in all Things than 


made happy in their Death, Hence the Poct 


paſſes to the third, the braſen, Age, the Men of 


which, he ſays, were fierce and terrible, who ig - 


nor was their future Fate like to the other, for 


they deſcended to Hell. This Generation is fol- 


lowed by a Race of Heros, Errocles and Poly- 
niere, and the reſt who were in the firſt and 
oldeſt Theben War, Agamemnon and Menclaxs, 
and ſuch as arc recorded by the Poet to be in 
the Trojan War, of whom ſome periſhed: entirely 
by Death, and fome now inhabit the Iſles of the 
blefſed. Newt he deſcribes the iron Age, and the 


 bryuſtice which prevailed in ic, He greatly te- 


proves the Judges, and taxcs them with Corrup- 
tion, in + ſhort and beaurytul Fable, In the 
other 


* 1 fappeſt Heinbus meant Homer 


the firſt, and better than the following; which 
Jupiter, or Fate, took from off the Earth, and 


nobly fell by their own Folly and. civil Diſcord ; . 
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other Part of the Book, he ſets before our Eyes 
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the Conſequences of Juſtice and Injuſtice; and 
then, in 'the moſt ſagacious Manner, lays down 
ſome the wiſeſt Precepts to Perſer. The Part 
which "contains the Precepts is chiefly wrote in 
an irregular, free, and caſy, Way ; and his frequent 
Repetitions, which Cuſtom modern Writers have 
quite avoided, bear no ſmall Marks of his Anti- 
quity, He often digreſſes that his Brother might 
not be tired with his Precepts, becauſe of a too 
much Sameneſs, Hence he paſſes to Rules of 
Occonomy, beginning with Agriculture. He 
points out the proper Seaſon for the Plow, the 
Harveſt, the Vintage, and for felling Wood; he 
ſhews the Fruits of Induſtry, and the ill Con- 
ſequences of Negligence, He deſcribes the dif. 
ferent Seaſons, and tells us what Works are proper 
to cach, Theſe are the Subjects of the firſt Pant 
of his Occonomy, In Proceſs of Time, and the 
Thirſt of Gain- encreaſing in Men, every Method 
was trycd to the procuring Riches; Men begun 
40 extend their Commerce over the Seas; for 
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WORKS awd DAYS 


BOOK I. 


The ARGUMENT. 


T Hs Book contains the Invocation to the 
Whole; the general Propoſition ; the Story of 
Prometheus, Epimetheus, ee Pandora; « Defrip- 
tion of the Golden Age, Silver Age, Braſen Age, 
the Age of Heros, and the Iron Age; 4 Recom- 
 mendation of Virtue, from the temporal Bleſſings 
with which good Men are attended, and the Con- 
dition of the Wicked; and ſoveral moral Pre- 
repts proper i be u thro the Courſe of 
our Lives. 
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BOOK L 


ING, Muſes, ſing, from the Pieries Grove; 


8 


From him ye ſprung, and him ye firſt ſhould praiſe; 


Begin the Song, and let the Theme be Jove ; 


From your immortal Sire deduce your Lays; 
To him alone, to his great Will, we owe, 


That we exiſt, and what we are, below, 

' Whether we blaze among the Sons of Famc, 

Or live obſcurely, and without s Name; 
3 


68 


is 


Oh! hear my Vows, and thine Aſſiſtance bring, 


Works and Days. Book I. 


Or noble, or ignoble, full we prove 
Our Lot determin'd by the Will of Jove. 


With Eaſe he lifts the Peaſant to a Crown, 


With the ſame Eaſe he caſts the Monarch down; 


| With Eaſe he clouds the brighteſt Name in Night, 


And calls the meaneſt to the faireſt Light; 

At Will he varys Life thro ev'ry State; | 
Unnerves the ſtrong, and makes the crooked ſtrait. 
Such Jove, who thunders terrible from high, 
Who dwells in Manſions far above the Sky. 


Look down, thouPow'r Supreme, vouchſafe thine Aid, 


And let my Judgement be by Juſtice ſway's; 


While Truths undoubted I to Perſts ſing, 
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| As here on Barth we tread the Maze of Life, 


The Mind's divided in a double Strife ; 
One, by the wiſe, is thought deſerving Fame 


And this attended by the greateſt Shame, 


The diſmal Source whence ſpring pernicious Jars, 


The baneful Fountain of deſtructive Wars, 
Which, by the Laws of arbitrary Fate, 
We follow, tho by Nature taught to hate ; 


From Night's black Realms this took its odious Birth: 
The one Jove planted in the Womb of Earth, 


The better Strife; by this the Soul is fr'd 

To arduous Toils, nor with thoſe Toils is tir d; 
One ſees his Neighbour with laborious Hand, 
Planting his Orchard, or manuring Land; 


9 


25 


30 


L 


70 


40 


Nor from thy honeſt Labour idly fwerve; 


'WorKxks and Dars, Book | 
He ſecs another, with induſtrious Care, 
Materials for the building Art prepare; 
Idle himſelf he ſees them haſte to riſe, 
Obſerves their growing Wealth with covious Eye 
With Emulation fir'd, beholds their Store, 
And toils with Joy, who never toil'd before : 
The Aniſt envys what the Artiſt gains, 
The Bard the Rival Bard's ſucceſoful Strains. 


Per ſes attend, my juſt Decrees obſerve, 


The Love of Strife, that joys in Evils, hun, 
Nor to the Forum, from thy Duty, run. 
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How vain the Wranglings of the Bar to mind, 
White Ceres, yellow Goddeſs, is unkind ! 1 

But when propitious ſhe has heap d your Store, 
For others you may plcad, and not before; 


But let with Juſtice your Contentions prove, 


And be your Counſels ſuch as come from Jove : 


Not as of late, when we divided Lands, 55 


You graſp'd at all with avaritious Hands; 


When the corrupted Bench, for Bribes well known, 
Vnjuſtly granted more than was your own, 

Fools blind to Truth! nor knows their erring Soul 
How much the Half is better than the Whole, 60 


How great the Pleaſure wholeſome Herbs afford, 
How bleſ'd the frugal, and an honeſt, Board 


W ould 


7? 


70 


75 


| Works nd Dare. Book]. 
Would the immortal Gods on Men beſtow 


A Mind, how few the Wants of Life to know, 
They all the Year, from Labour free, might live 


On what the Bounty of a Day would give; 
They ſoon the Rudder o'er the Smoke would lay, 
And let the Mule, and Ox, at Leiſure ftray: 
This Senſe to Man the King of Gods denys, 
In Wrath to him who daring ob d the Skys; 
Dread Ills the God prepar'd, unknown before, 
And the ſtol'n Fire back to his Heay'n he bore; 
But from Prometheus 'twas conceal'd in vain, 
Which for the Uſe of Man he ſtole again, 
And, antful in his Fraud, brought from Above, 


At which cnrag'd ſpoke cloud-compelling ove. 
$01 
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| Son of Japetus, o'er ſubtle, 80, 
* And glory in thy artful Theft below; 

| Boaſt the celeſtial Fire by Stealth retrie v d. 


And triumph in almighty Jove deceiv'd; 


But thou too late ſhalt find the Triumph vain, 
And read thy Folly in ſucceeding Pain; 


Poſterity the fad Effects ſhall know, 


When, in Puri of Joy, they graſp their Woe, 


| He ſpoke, and told to Mulciber his Will, 
And, filing, bade him his Commands fulfil 


To uſe his greateſt Art, his niceſt Care, 
To frame a Creature exquiſitely fair; 


To temper well the Clay with Water, chen 
1 
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And next the Sire demands Minus Aid, 


The Wiles of Love, and to improve her Air; 
Aud then, in aweful Majeſty, to ſhed 


Next Hormes, artful God, muſt form her Mind, 
One Day 0 torture, and the next be kind, 


Wor xs aud Days. Boon J 
To let her firſt in Virgin Luftre ſhine, 
In Form a Goddeſs, with a Bloom divine.. Firſt 


In all her various Skill to train the Maid, 


Bids her the Secrets of the Loom impart, To 


To caſt a curious Thread with happy Art. 
And golden Venus was to teach the Fair, To 


A thouſand graccful Charms around her Head. 


With ſoothing Language, and the treach'rous Smilc, 
The Hear ue purchaſe, and ches Heart begulle 
Jour 
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"ove gave the Mandate; and the Gods obey'd. roy 
Fit Yalcan form'd of Earth the bluſhing Maid ; 

| Minervs next perform'd the Task aſſigu d: 

Wich ev'ry female Art adom'd her Mind. 


To dreſs her Suede, and the Graces, join; 
Around her Perſon, lo! the Diamonds ſhine. 1 
To deck her Brows the fair-ref'd Sraſdnr bing 


A Garland breathing: all the Sweers of Spring, 
| Exch Preſent Paller gives it proper Place, 


And adds to ev'ry Ornament a Grace. 
Next Hermes tanghe the Bair the Heart to moye, 115 
Wick all che tate altiving Ans of Love. 
The hama Maid the Gods Ponders call, 
Becauſe 8 Tribute ſhe receiv'd from all. | 
H 2 And 
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For in her Hand. the Nymph a Cacket bears, 


Nor fra the then the Mifrye of Age; 


Alas! they grow in their Afſlictions old; _ : - 


Full of Diſcaſes, and corroding Cares, 


| Which open'd, they to taint the World begin, 


And muliply their Girength by Night and Day ; 145 
| "Twas 


And ſuch the Will of cloud-compelling Jove. 
And now unnumber'd Woes o'er Mortals reign, 


| Alike infefted is the Land, and Main. 


O'er human Race Diſtempers ſilent tray, 
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| They y, or mer om to dy, thy fm r60 
; From hence tranſported in « pleaſing Dream. 
Thus, crown'd with Happyach their ev'ry Day, 
Serene, and joyful, paſs'> their Lives away. 
an, When in the Grave this Race of Men was lay d, 
goon was a World of holy Dzmons made. 
jd, — Aerial Spirits, by great Jove deſign's, 
To be en Bam de Guardians of Mankind ; 
Inviſible to monal Eyes they ge. 
And mark our ARtions, good, or bad, below ; 
| Th' immonal Spys with wurchſul Care preſide, 177 
They can reward with Glory, or with Gold ; 
| A Pow? they ue, Permiflion hold 
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worte than the firſt, 4 ſecond Age appears, 
u Which-the Celeſtials call the Silver Years 
The Golden Age's Virtues are no more ; 
Nature grows weber than ſhe was before; 

In Strength of Body Mortals much decay, 

And human Wiſdom ſeems to fade away. 

180 An hundred Years the careful Dames employ, 
Before.they form'd.to Man th' unpoliſh'd Boy; 
Who when he reach'd his Bloom, his Age's Prime 

Found, meaſur'd by his Joys, but ſhort his Time. 
Men, prone-to Ill, deny'd the Gods their Duc, 
And, by their Follys, made their Days but few, 
The Altars of the Bleſ d negleted ſtand, 
Without the Off rings which the Laws demand, 

But 
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© Bur angry Jove in Duſt this People lay'd, 


© Becauſe no Honours to the Gods they pay'd. 


Was happy dere beyond the State of Man; 


it Names were grateful to their Children made, 
Each pay'd a Reverence to his Father's Shade. 


And now « third, a Braſen, People riſe, 


like the former, Men of monſtrous Size. 
uu Arms extenſive from their Shoulders grow; 
Their Limbs of cqual Magnitude below; 


Potent in Arms, and dreadful at the Spear, 


They live injurious, and devoid of Fear, 


os the enude Fleſh of Beaſts, they foed, done, 
ge their Nature, and their Heires of Stone ; | 
9 Their 


ſecond Race, when clos'd their Life's ſhort Span, 
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Their Houſes Braſs, of Braſs the warlike Blade, 
Iron was yet unknown, in Braſs they trade. 
Furious, robuſt, impatient for the Fight, 
War is their only Care, and ſole Delight. 
To the dark Shades of Death this Race deſcend, 
By civil Diſcords; an ignoble End ! 


[ Might, 


Strong tho they were, Death quell'd their boaſtcd 
And fore d their ſtubborn Souls to leave the Light, = 


To theſe a unh, a better, Race ſucceeds, 
Of godlike Heros, fam'd for martial Deeds ; 
Them Demigods, at firſt, their matchleſs Worth 
Proclaims aloud, all thro the boundlefs Earth. 
Theſe, horrid Wars, their Love of Au deftvoy ; 
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Þ Chefs for the Brocher bil, deteſted Strife ! 


g For Beauty tho, the lovely Greecian Wife. 
To theſe does Fove a ſecond Life ordain, 
Some happy Soil far in the diſtant Main, 


Where live the Hero-ſhades in rich Repaſt, 2.20 


Remote from Mortals of a vulgar Caſt. 


There in the Iflands of the Bleſi d they find, 


Where Saturn reigns, an endleſs Calm of Mind; 


| And there the choiceſt Fruits adorn the Fields, 


And thrice the fenile Year a Harveſt yiclds. 225 
Oh! would I had my Hours of Life began 


© Before this fifth, chis ſinful, Race of Man; 
Or had 1 not been call'd to breathe the Day, 


Till the rough Iron Age had paid away! 
I's 1 
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F Ti 
or now, the Times are ſuch, the Gods ordain, 


That ev'ry | 

ev'ry Moment ſhall be wing'd with Pain 
Condemn'd | 
= to Sorrows, and to Toil, we live; 
7 

to our Labour Death alone can give 

* | 
And yet amid the Cares our Lives anoy 
» 


| U 


Virtue no more diſtinguiſhes the Great 


No ſafe Reception ſhall the Stranger find; 
— 
Nor ſhall the Parent, when his Sons are nigh, 
Look with the Fondneß of a Parent's Eye ; 

Nor to the Sire the Son Obedience pay; | 


Boon I Works and Dars, 
1 But, oh! regardleſs of the Pow'rs divine, 


8 


; With bitter Taunts ſhall load his Life s Decline. 245 
; Revenge and Rapine ſhall Reſpect command, 

4 he pious, zuſt, and good, neglected ſtand. 

| The wicked ſhall the better Man diſtreſs, 


The rightcous ſuffer, and without Redreſs ; 


ua Hoary, ad naked Truth, mall fil, 250 
The perjur'd Villain, in his Ans, prevail, 
Hoarfe Envy ſhall, unſcen, exert her Voice, 

nd; Attend the wretched, and in Ill rejoyce. 

Juſtice and Modeſty at length do fly, ” 
Rob'd their fair Limbs in white, and gain the Sky; 2.55 
From the wide Larth they reach the ble d Abedcs, 
,, And join the grand Aſſembly of the Gods; 


b While 
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Sink in their Sorrows, hopeleſs of Relief. 
While now my Fable from the Birds I bring, 


To the great Rulers of the Earth I ſing, 
High in the Clouds a mighty Bird of Prey 
Bore a melodious Nightingale away; 
And to the Captive, ſhiv'ring in Deſpair, 
Thus, cruel, ſpoke the Tyrant of the Air. 
Why mourns the Wretch in my ſuperior Pow'r ? 


Thy Voice avails not in the raviſh'd Hour; 
Vain are thy Crys; at my deſpotic Will, _ 
Or I can ſet thee free, or I can Kill. 
$70 Voviſcly who provokes his abler Foe, 
Conqueſt fiill fiys him, and he fizives for Woe, 
Thu 


"Jus 


Boon I. Works and Dars. 87 


4 Thus ſpoke th' Enſlaver with infulting Pride. 


Oh! Perſes, Juſtice ever be thy Guide; 


| May Malice never gain upon thy Will, 


Malice that makes the Wretch more wretched ſtill. 275 
The good Man, injur'd, to Revenge is flow, 


To him the Vengeance is the greater Woe. 


Ever will all injurious Courſes fail, 


And Juſtice ever over Wrongs prevail; 


Right will take Place at laſt, by fit Degrees; 180 
This Truth the Fool by fad Experience ſees. 
When Suits commence, diſhoneſt Strife the Cauſc, 


Fah violated, and the Breach of Laws, 
 Enſue; the Crys of Juſtice haunt the Judg-, 
| Of Bribes the Glutton, and of Bin the Drudgc 185 


Through 


Wonxs aud Dars. Book |, 
Thro Citys then the holy Demon runs, 

Unſeen, and mourns the Manners of their Sons, 
Diſperſing Evils, to reward the Crimes 

Of choſe who baniſh Juſtice from the Times. 


o 


Is there a Man whom incorrupt we call, 


Who ſits alike unprejudic d to all, 
By him the City flouriſhes in Peace, 
Her Borders lengthen, and her Sons increaſe; 
From him far-ſeeing 7ove will drive afar | 
295 All civil Diſcord, and the Rage of War, 
No Days of Famine to the Righteous fall, 
But all is Plenty, and delightful all 
Nature indulgent o'er their Land is ſeen, 
With Oaks high tow'ring arc their Mountains green, 
With 
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Wich heavy Maſt their Arms diffuſive bow, 100 


* 


; b White from their Truncks rich Streams of Honey flow; 


of Flocks untainted are their Paſtures full, 
Which flowly ftrut beneath their Weight of Wool; 
And Sons are born the Likeneſs of their Sire, 


The Fruits of Virtue, and a chaſt Deſire : 305 
Oer the wide Seas for Wealth they need not roam, 
Many, and laſting, are their Joys at Home. 

Not thus the wicked, who in Il delight, 


Whoſe dayly Ad, pervert the Rules of Right; 

To theſe the wiſe Diſpoſer, Fove, ordains 110 

Nepeated Loſſes, and a World of Pains. 

Famines, and Plagues, are, uncxpeAcd, gl; 
"Their Wives are barren, and their Kindred dy ; 
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Numbers of theſe at once are ſweep d away; 


And Ships of Wealth become the Ocean's Prey. 

One Sinner oft” provokes th'Avenger's Hand, 

And een cnc Man's Crimes deftvoy « Land. 
ExaQly mark, ye Rulers of Mankind, 

The Ways of Truth, nor be to Juſtice blind ; 

Conſider, all ye do, and all ye ſay, 

The Waden 

Aerial Spirits, by great Joue deſigu d. 

To be on Kan the Guardians of Mankind, 

Inviſible 60 mortal Eyes they go, = 

And mark our Actions, good, or bad, below ; 

Th' immortal Spys with watchful Carc preſide, 

And thrice ten thouland round theis Charges glide 

Juftu 
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| 7uftice, unſpoted Maid, deriv'd from Jove, 


; Renown'd, and reverenc'd, by the Gods above, 
When Mortals violate her ſacred Laws, 33D 


When Judges hear the Bribe, and not the Cauſe ; 

Cloſe by her Parent God behold her ſtand, 

And urge the Puniſhment their Crimes demand. 

Look in your Breaſts, and there ſurvey your Crimes, 
Think, oh! ye Judges, and reform betimes. 335 
Forget the paſs'd, nor more falſe Judgements give, 

Tum from your Ways betimes, oh! turn and live. 

Who, full of Wiles, his Neighbour's Harm contrives, 

Falſe to himfelf, againſt himſclf lic ſtrives ; 

Por he tha harbours Evil in his blind. 345 
| Will from his evil Thoughts but Evil ld, 

Bo And 
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Can, when he will, the Heart of Man diſcloſe; 


Open the guilty Boſom all within, 


And trace the infant Thoughts of future Sin. 


| Oh! when I hear the upright Man complain, 
And, by bis . the Judge . 
If to be wicked is to find Succeſs, 


I cry, and to be juſt ro meet Diſtreſs, 


May I nor mine the righteous Path purſue, 
But Int'reſt only ever keep in View: 
But by Refleftion better taught, I find = 


We fee the preſent, to the future blind. 
Truſt to the Will of Jove, and wait the End, 


And Good ſhall always your good Ad, attend. 
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And lo! the Eye of Jove, that all Things knows 
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| I Theſe Doctrines, Perſes, treaſure in thy Heart, 
2 © And never from the Paths of Juſtice part, 


S Never by brutal Violence be ſway'd 5 
But be the Will of Fove in theſe obey d. 
„ la theſe the brute Creation Men exceed, 360 
I They, void of Reaſon, by each other bleed; 
While Man by Juſtice ſhould be * in Awe, 
Juſtice of Nature, well ordain'd, the Law. 
Who Right eſpouſes, thro a righteous Love, 
Shall meet the Bounty of the Hands of Jove; 367 


Bur he that will not be by Laws confin'd, 
; Whom not the Sacrament of Oaths can bind, 
Wu, wich « villing Soul, can Juſtice leave, 
| A Wound immortal hall that Man reccive; 


His 
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-His Houſe's Honour dayly ſhall decline: 


Fair flouriſh ſhall the Juſt from Line to Line. 
Oh! Perſes, fooliſh Peres, bow thine Ear, 
To the good Counſels of a Soul ſincere. 
To Wickedneſs the Road is quickly found 
Short is the Way, and on an eaſy Ground. 
The Paths of Virtue muſt be reach'd by Toil, 
Arduous, and long, and on a rugged Soil, 
Thorny the Gate, but when the Top you gain, 


- Fair is the future, and the Proſpect plain. 


Far does the Man all other Men excel, 
Who, from his Wiſdom, thinks in all Things ve 
Wiſely conſid nag, to himſelf à Friend, 


All for the preſent beſt, and for the End; 


N. 
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Nor is the Man without his St-re of Praiſe, 


Who well the Dictates of the wiſe obeys; 395 

But he that is not wiſe himſelf, nor can 

Hearken to Wiſdom, is a uſcleſs Man. 

Ever obſerve, Perſes, of Birth divine, 

My Precepts, and the Profit ſhall be thine; 

Then Famine always ſhall avoid thy Door, 290 
And Ceres, fair wrcath'd Goddeſs, bleſs thy Store. 
in, The ſlothſul Wretch, who lives from Labour fice, 

Like Droncs, the Robbers of the painſul Ece, 
Has always Men, and Gods, alike his Focs; 
„ Him Famine follows with her Train of Wocs. 8 
With chearful Zeal your mod'rate Toils pure, 
That your full Barns you may in Seaſon view. 
Þ > _ The 
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The Man induſtriom Stranger is to Need, 

A thouſand Flocks his fertile Paſtures fecd 

As with the Drone with him it will not prove, 
Him Men and Gods behold with Eyes of Love. 
To care and labour think it no Diſgrace, 


Falſe Pride! the Portion of the ſluggard Race; 


The nochful Man, who never work d before, 


Shall gaze with Envy on thy growing Store, 
Like thee to flouriſh, he will ſpare no Pains; 
For loi the rich Vinue and Glory gains. 
Stritly obſerve the wholeſome Rules I give, 
And, bleſs'd in all, thou like « God ſhalt live. 
Ne'er to thy Neighbour's Goods extend thy Cares 
Nor be netzlectful of thy own Aﬀeairs, 
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1 no degenerate Shame debaſe thy Mind. 


Shame that is never to the needy kind ; 


The Man that has it will continue poor; 
He muſt be bold that would enlarge his Store : 415 
But raviſh not, depending on thy Might, 

Injurious to thy ſelf, another's Right. 


Who, or by open Force, or ſecret Stealth, 
Or perjur'd Wiles, amaſſes Heaps of Wealth, 
Such many are, whom Thirſt of Gain betrays, 425 
The Gods, all ſceing, ſhall o'ercloud his Days; |: 


His Wiſe, his Children, and his Friends, ſhall dy, 

> Þ And, like , Dream, his ill got Riches fly. 

105 Nor leſs, or to inſult the * Crys, 

The Guilt, or break thro hoſpitable T ys, 425 


430 


435 


Pollutes, with Joys unclean, his Brother's Bed, 


Wor xs and Days. Book I. 


Is there who, by inceſtuous Paſſion led, 


Or who, regardleſs of his tender Truſt, 


To the poor helpleſs Orphan proves unjuſt, Lei 
Or, when the Father's fatal Day appears, 


His Body bending, thro the Weight of Years, Th 


A Son who views him with undutcous Eyes, 
And Weeks of Comfort to his Age denys, 
Great Jove, vindicdive, ſecs the impious Train, Th 
And, equal to their Crimes, inflis a Pain. = 1 

Theſe Precepts be thy Guide thro Life to ftecr: 
Next learn the Gods immortal to revere ; 
With unpolluted Hands, and Heart fincere, 

Le 


pete” 


No Friend forget, nor entertain thy Foc, 


J | Book I Works aud Dars. 99 


| x.0e Gruen your dead, or Flock, OT ng oe; 


4 
ol the pure Vidim burn the white fat Thighs; 449 


Let the rich Fumes of 0 Incenſe fly, 

A grateful Savour, to the Pow'rs on high; 

The due Libation nor neglect to pay, 

When Ey'ning cloſes, or when dawns the Day: 445 
Then ſhall thy Work, the Gods thy Friends, ſucceed ; 


Then may you purchaſe Farms, nor ſell thro Need. 


Enjoy thy Riches with a lib'ral Soul, 


 Plenteous the Feaſt, and ſmiling be the Bow! ; 


450 
Nor let hs Neighbour uninvited go, 


L 2 Happy 


100 


455 
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Happy the Man, with Peace his Days are crown'd, N 
Whoſe Houſe an honeſt Neighbourhood ſurround; yo 


Of foreign Harms he never ſleeps afraid, | | 1 
They, always ready, bring their willing Aid; | In 1 


Chearful, ſhould he ſome buſy Preſſure feel, 
They lend an Aid beyond a Kindred's Zeal ; ; ' Neg 
They never will conſpire to blaſt his Fame, | 
Secure he walks, unſully d his good Name: 
Unhappy Man, whom Neighbours ill ſurround, 
His Oxen dy oſt by a treach'rous Wound. · 


Whatc'er you bewes of your Neighbour's Store, 
Return the ſame in Weight, if able more; 

80 to your ſelf will you ſecure a Friend; 

He never after will refuſe to lend. 


5 Whatever by diſhoneſt Means you gain, 
d; ö You purchaſe an Equivalent of Pain. 


To all a Love. for Love rcturn ; contend 


Boox I. Works: and Dar s. 101 


In virtuous Acts to emulate your Friend. 


Be to the good thy Favours unconſin d; 470 
Neglect a fordid, and ingrateful, Mind. 


From all the generous a Reſpet command, 


While none regard the baſe ungiving Hand 


V hu 


The Man who gives from an unbounded Breaſt, 
Tho large the Bounty, in himſelf is bleſs'd : 475 
Who raviſhes another's Right ſhall find, 


Tuo ſmall the Prey, à deadly Sting behind, 
Content, and honeſtly, enjoy your Lot, 


G7 : 


From 


102 


Works aud Days. Book l. 
From little oſt repeated much will riſe, 
And, of thy Toil the Fruits, ſalute thine Eyes. 


How ſweet at home to have what Life demands, 


The juſt Reward of our induſtrious Hands, 


To view our Neighbour's Bliſs without Deſire, 
To dread not Famine, with her Aſpect dire 


Be theſe thy Thoughts, to theſe thy Heart inclin, 


And lo! theſe Bleſſings ſhall be ſurely thine. 


When at your Board your faithful Friend you grec. 
Without Reſerve, and lib'ral, be the Treat : 

To ſtint the Wine, a frugal Husband ſhows, 
When from the Middle of the Cask it flows. 

Do not, by Minh betray d, your Brother truſt, 
Without a Witneſs, he may prove unjuſt ; 


All. 


ook LI. Works and Dars. 103 
Alike it is unſafe for Men to be, 
wi ome roo diffident, with ſome too free. 495 
„ Let not a Woman ſteal your Heart away, 
By tender Looks, and her Apparel gay; 
When your Abode ſhe languiſhing enquires, 
Command your Heart, and quench the kindling Fires; 
ling, If Love ſhe vows, tis Madneſs to believe, 500. 


Tu from the Thief, ſhe charms but to deceive : 


greg, Who does too raſbly in a Woman truſt, 
Too late will find the Wamton prove unjuſt 2 
Take a chaſt Matron, Partner of your Breaſt, 

| Comented live, of her alone poſſcſs'd; 66. 
ift, Then ſhall you number many Days in Peace, 


And, vith yourChildren, ſee your Wealth encrcalt; 
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Then ſhall a duteous careful Heir ſurvive, 
To keep the Honour of the Houſe alive. 
If large Poſſeſſions are, in Life, thy View, 


Theſe Precepts, with aſſid uous Care, purſue, 


The End of the firſf BOOK. 
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1. 


I, 


HE Scholiaſt Trete. tells lis, this Pocm 
was firſt called rhe Works and Days of 
Hes1ioD, to diſtinguiſh it from anothcr, on 
the ſame Subject, and of the fame Tide, 
role by Orpheus, How much this may be de- 
ended on I cannat fay ; but Fabricius alles Ur. 
= Pliny, Book 18, * hap, 27 that HH: A W 
the hiſt who layed down Rules tn Agricultius, 1 
Is certain that, of all che Pieces of this Matar: 
which were bcfars Virgil, and extant in lis Days, 
this was moſt cftcemed by him, cthorwile lie would 
1101 Have lhcwed that Ramos + 14} 43141 gong” W 1114 1 
Pe does quite Ano his C, Un 
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Propoſes him as a Pattern in that 1 
where, — to his Country, he 


— tibi Res antique Landis et Artis 

Ingredior, ſantftos auſus recludere Fontes , 
Aſer eumque cano, Romana per Oppida, Carnicy 
Lib. z 


For thee my tuneful Accents will I raiſe, 

Aud treat of Arts diſclos'd in antient Days; 
Once more unlock for thee the ſacred Spring, 
And old Aſcræan Verſe, in Roman Citys, ſing. 


Dryden. 


Hle begins the Gt with an Eaplanation « 
the Title of the Works and Days, 


Quid ſaciat letas Segetes, quo Sidere Terran 
Vertere, Kc, 


What makes 4 plentrons Harveſt, when to U. 
The RO Soil, and when to fow the Corn: 
Dryd: 
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tee Work Heffod inftructs his Brother in the Art 


2, 


| 1. Sing, Muſes, ſing, from the Pierian Grove, 


Ariſtarchus, and ſome others, are for having this 


Exordium left out, as not a Part of the Poem. 


ZPraxiphanes, a Scholar of Theophraſtus, ſays he 
bad a Copy which begun from this Verſe, 


ite 
* 
770 


* As here on Earth we tread the Maze of Life. 


The Reaſon which Proclus aſſigns for it not being 
wrote by Hleſiod is, that he who begun his Theo- 
© gony with an Invocation to the Muſes from Helicon, 


and who was himſelf brought up at the Foot of 


that Mountain, would never call on the Pierian 


Muſes, A weak Objection, and unworthy the 
Name of a Critic ! the Diſtinction is as follows. The 
Muſes are fayed to be the Daughters of Jove, 


that is, of that Powr by which we are enabled to 


perform. Pieria is layed to be the Birth-place 
of the Muſes, and the Scat of Jove, that is, 
the Mind, whence all our Conceptions ariſc. 
Helicon is a Place of Reſidence to the Mulcs, 
where they celchrate the Praiſes of their Father, 
and fearch into the Knowledge of Antiquity, 11 


of 


Wor xs and Days. Boox I. 109 


4 for by Works is meant the Art of Agriculture, 
and by Days the proper Seaſons for Work. See 
farther in my Diſconn ſe on the Mritings of 
Heſiod. 


110 


13 


NOTES is the 


of Tillage, and Morality, all which Doctrines pro- 
cced from his own Experience, his own natural 
Sentiments, and therefore be invokes the Mute: 
from Pieria; his Account of the Generation of 
the Gods, being received, partly from Books, and 
partly from oral Tradition, he invokes them from 
Flelicon. Tzetz, Here the Scholiaſt talks as i; 
he did not doubt theſe Lines being genuine. 


3· 
Witb Eaſe he clonds the brighteſt Name in Night. 
Aud calls the meaneſt to the faireſt Light. 


Here the Poct in a pious, as well as beautyful 
Manner, expreſſes the abſolute Powr of the $1 
preme Being; what can be more proper than tc 
remind Perſes of an omniſcient and omnipotcn: 
God, and, as afterwards, to invoke his Aſſiſtance 
to direc his Judgements with all Juſtice? This 
mt confequently cauſe a Reflection in him, fv: 
whole Uſe the Poem ſeems to be wrote, Thi: 
FExordium was certainly admired by Horace, who, 


in one of his Odes, has clegantly tranſlated this 
Part of it, 


Valet ima Summis 
Mutare, et Infignem attenuat, Deus, 
Obſeura rum 
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* Worxs and Dars. Boox I. 111 
Tho I muſt own, after all, what Pau ſaniat ſays, 
in his Beotzcs, that this Beginning was not in the 
Copy he ſaw in Lead, is a great Argument againſt 
© thoſe who think it of Heſod and Plutarch like- 
= wiſe, in his Hmpoſiacs, begins this Poem according 


to Panſantas. 


4. 


23 As here on Earth we tread the Maze of Liſ-. 


The Mind's divided in a double Strife, 


The Words of Heſiod are theſe ; there 3s nt dj 
* Kind of Contention only on Earth, but there ave 


two, which divide the Mind. In the Theogony 
he makes but one Contention, and that Coruny 
from Night, ſoon after the Birth of the Hates. 


and other evil Deitys, which are of the fame Pa- 


rent. From Contention ſprung all that 1s hurtful 
to Gods and Men, as Plagues, Wars, ferret! 
Bloodjhed , Slander, Kc, No better Moral can 
be drawn from this Allegory than in the VV ord 
from our ſacred Wiitings; Men love Dr 
better than Light, becauſe their Deeds are g 
The ſecond Content ion Emwulation, which was 
planted in the Womb off Earth by Yove, mutt . 
after the Invention of Arts, for bene was + 
Room for Emulation, The Contertion Oi | 
tioned was before the Wars of the Grant, 
that ſee farther in the Notes to the Jene 


112 


ay 


43 
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NOTES to the 
6. 


Which, by the Laws of arbitrary Fate, 
We follow, tho by Nature taught to hate. 


The Truth of this will plainl when we 
conlider the Neceſſity of nike if aw Action 
which, tho involuntary, are rendered neceſſary by 
the Cauſe; by involuntary, I do not mean without 
the Conſent of the Will, becauſe it is certain tha 
muſt precede the Aion, but what we had rathe 
we had no Occaſion to do. 


6. 
The Artifi envys what the Artiſt gains. 
_ ry on this Paſſage : his Words are theſe 
8 or o he for 
1 Anm. 


Profeſſion, that they may be re 250 
and C Content ion. T late certainly miſtakes the Por 


[ imagines Heſiod thinks it abl- 
lutcly neceſſary. 


World. All that he means is, he finds it fo is 
Nature; and, from our Appetites natural to us 
we cannot avoid it. The reſt of the Note by Mr 
Theobald, Ariſtotle in his ſecond Book of Rhe- 
toric, in the Chapter on Envy, 2 this Paſſage 
of Heſiod, tho he does not name the Author, with 
this Introduction, becauſe Men — for A 

/ 


FAI 


I in the Aber of Her. Book 14. 


1 
88 
PRE | 
E 
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4 


$40 be {© ton, I have taken the the Libeny to add this 


Worxs and Days. Book I. 


who have Paſſions and Deſires like themſelves, 


3 I there is a Neceſſity that they muſt envy ſuch; 
© hence it has been ſayed, Kal Kieggpers Ke AH Nr 


7. 


T Not as of late, when we divided Lands. 


The Sin of Perſes was reckoned, by the Antients, 
one of che moſt heinous, Seneca begs he may 


know to divide with his Brother; as if he eſteemed 


it one of the moſt neceſl; 


| Dutys of Man. This 
Cuſtom of dividing the 


ather's Patrimony, by 
among all the Children, is, likewiſe, alluded 


. 
lM 


9 Fools, » ad to Truth! nor knows their er- 


. ring 
How much the Half is better than the Whole 


What a noble Trium 
rand Injuſtice, of his Brother, and the Partiality of 
the ! How much like a Philoſopher is this 
Sennen of Soul, in his Contempt of ill got 

Riches ! What 


ſhews himſclf a happy 
he is moſt injured 


Line, 


ph is this over the Avarice, 


113 


= mour's Sake, with their Rivals, and with all 


8 has he gained, tho he 
Cauſe, red by the Wickzdneſs of 


114 


not tranſlated, being 


NOTES t the 


Line, which is not in the Original, as an Explana- 
tion of this famous Paſſage of our Poet, which, 
and no other, I am certain muſt be his Meaning, 

How bleſi'd the frugal, and an honeſt, Board. 
The Maag 
generally render, in Engliſh, the Mallows, and the 
latter the Daffodil, the Names of which I have 


of no Conſequence to the 
Plutarch, in his Banque: 


Beauty of this P 


of Herbs; he mentions the A, which 
Le Cleve tells us is a Part of the Aged: the 


ſame Critic alſo obſerves, from Scalzger, that it ap- 


pears from this Verſe the Antients did cat the Daf- 
fodil, or ; 
Life and Writings of our Poet. 


9. 
They ſoon the Rudder oer the Smoke would lay. 
What the Poct means by this, and the | 


and 'Aog+Ji2o;, the firſt of which ve 
the ſeven wiſe Men, commends as the whole. _ 


See in the Diſtourſes on the 
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Sale, when the Seaſon for failing was paſſed; by 
_— they believed they were preſerved from rot- 
ſolid till the next Seaſon. This we 

5 among the Precepts in the ſecond 
d. | Book of this Poem: 


we L And ver the Smoke the well made Rudder lay. 


2 Georgic, in his Direction for Tools of Husbandry : 
Et fuſpenſa Focis 12 Robora Fumns. 
Lib. r, 


a 60 This Senſe to Man the King of Gods denys, 


a | Hear the Scholinſt on chi Paſa, onthe Invention 


E: v. $27. 
> © Which Rule alſo Vi irgil has layed down in his 


Is Wrath to him who daring rob'd the Shy: 


115 
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mechanical Arts. Tzets. 


Pl 
— 


and conſequently their Serenity. Then the Ue 


of Fire was diſcoyered, which was the Source of all 


Dread Ill, the God prepar'd, unknown before, 


And the ſtol n Fire back to the Skys he bore. 


It is beyond Diſpute, that with the Invention 
and Improvement of Arts the Luxury of Men 
incr , and that Diſcaſcs were the Effects of 
Luxury. 


And the flol's Fire beck to the Shys be bore 


This Paſſage of the Fable moſt of the Commen- 
tators have left untouched, as not knowing what 


to make of it, I think it muſt allude to the De- 


cay of Arts and Sciences; which the ſucceeding 
Verſe will farther explain, 


But from Prometheus "was conceal d in vain. 


By Promethens is ſurely meant, as before, Tipour- 
beg ug, wiſer Men, who were as forward to - 


cover, or revive, loſt Arts, as to invent new. 


13, dou 
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73. 


77. Son of Japetus. 


4 
£ 4 Sce the Theogony. 


I 4. | 
o. Around her Perſon to! the Diamonds ſhine: 


+ = ty. _ *, -F nonoedh wwe - 1 


7545 Regard ought * ro He pod to the 
P original M, of an antient Author; if a Li- 
Perty is took, by the Tranſlator, for the better 
Hiſhing the Poem, it is proper to a 
A on that Occaſion, The Danger ariſing 
Vom ſuch an Omiſſion is, that the Reader who 
1 on the Tranſlation may be miſled in Fatts, 
75 7 this Paſſage he would take it 

Diamond were in the Days of Hefliod, which 
e, not appear from Ou. G ν This 
Db /ervation — br good in greater Points, * 
How far I may be indulged in the Liberty I have 


for granted 


Aaken with this Paſſage I know not; but I am 


ure this Part of her Dreſs contributes more towards 


ehe Beauty of the whole than a golden Necklace, 
Wh bc Valle has given her in his following Trank- 


_ _ 
Aue candenti m__ Monilia Colle. 
15, The 
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15. 


117 The finiſh'd Maid the Gods Pandora call, 
Becauſe 4 Tribute ſhe receiv'd from all. 


To over the poetical Beauty of this Alle. 
gory, let us come to the Explication of it. To 
puniſh the Crime of Prometheus, Jupiter ſend, 
a Woman on Earth. How agrecable in the whole 
is the Story conducted! Yulcan firſt molds her ts 


Form ; that is after the Uſe of Fire was found ou, 
of 


which YVulces is called the God, by Art Men 
begun to embelliſn the Works of Nature then al 


all the Gods 


: the Theogony 
<4 
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How admirable is the Fable continued! Here is a 
Virgin made of all the Charms of Art and Nature, 
14 captivate the Eyes, and endued with all the 
Cunning of the Sex to gain on the Heart, 


; for that 
is the Meaning of her being ſent by Hermes. Thus 
formed. war Jupor, having received a Tribute from 
9 to compleat her, well may the Poet 
her Mor „ 4A Temptation that no Art 
can withſtand. Prometheus, that is the 
wiſe Man, who foreſees the Event of Things, 
warns his Brother Eprmerthens, that is the Man 


3 
2 
I 
8 


ho is wiſe too late, to avoid the Sight of ſuch an 


Aſſemblage of Graces. Of Japetus, Prometheus, 


156. — is ber Hand the Nymph @ Cacket bears. 


Pandoras Box may properly be took in the ſame 
- myſtical Senſe with the Apple in the Book of Ce- 


e,; and in that Light the Moral will appcar 


without an 
3 0 
. 
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142 And now wnnunber'd Wors o'er Moals reign 
Ss * rengs, 
- | 


Alike ande is the Land, and Main. 
"I With 
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With what a ſorrowful Solemnity theſe Ling 


run, anſwerable to the Senſe contained in them 


Ave & wg wyes Ur per a> ana 
Tae her gap Yue We, when Nd Saber. 


Some think the Story of Pandora, and the Ac. 


count we have from Moſes of the Fall of Man, 
were took from the ſame Tradition. The Curt 
indeed againſt Adam, in the third 
Chapter of Geneſir, is the ſame with this in the 
Effet; but what Weight this Imagination may 
carry with it I ſhall not undertake to determine 
This Story is imitated, and in ſeveral Lines tranſ. 
lated, by Nillet in his Callipedia, and by th: 


late Dr, "Parnell, = ts Poem called the Riſe of 
Women. 


Soon as the deathleſi Gods were born 
Sce Notes to the Generation of the Cad., 
- 20, 
Men ſpent 4 Life like Gods in Saturn's Reign. 
It is certain from this Paſſage that, according 1 
the By Ham of our Author, in this Poem, the Goldes 
the Creation of — ſhe being 


ſent by Jupuer, who had then the Government 9 
Heaven, 3 „ , 


IN. 
3 
4 bz 
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I Jof the Felicity of human State, before Epimethens 
2 had Knowledge of Pandora. We muſt obſerve 
hat this does not coincide with his Account, in the 
T heogony, where, after Saturn's Revenge on his 
Father, the Furys, Contention, and all the Conſe- 
' quences of it, immediately appear. 


21. 


144 arm cas 


The Notion of guardian Angels has prevailed, 
many, in almoſt all Ages, and all Countrys. 
© Paſſages of the like Nature are frequent in both 
© the old and new Teſtament; and in Homer alſo; 
and, as Mr, Addiſon obſerves, Milton doubtleſs 
had an Eye on this Part of Heſiod, where he ſays, 


Millions of ſpiritual Creatures walk the Earth 
Unſeen, both when we awake, and when we fleep. 


Paradiſe loſt, 
I cannot help taking particular Notice of the 


Beauty, and Uic, of our Author's Dodrine of 
| guardian Angels; he makes them arm gorrwrns 
7 Ts , wandering all over the Earth : | $UA4RT0 9 
nn bs, — eh, they keep an Account of 
Ain, FM. 

© grafied in the Minds of the People, and received 
* as Point of Faith by them, To make them 
* «ways on their Guard ; and their being , 


Juſt and unjuſt, Theſe Sentiments 


0 {he 
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the Diſpoſers of Riches, would be ſufficient 10 
induce them to good Actions. The making then 
the Inſtruments of Providence, to reward Men 
according to their Merits to each other, in this 


Life, is a Doctrine fo amiable, that, if the Truth 


of it cannot be proved, it ought never to be py. 
blickly argued againſt. Here the Poct endeavour; 
to deter his Brother from any future Injuſtice, by 
telling him all his Actions are recorded, and tha 


according to their Merits he ſhall be rewarded. 


22. 
177 Nature grows weaker than ſhe was before. 


Men of the former Age were made of the Earth, 
and the firſt Elements, therefore more ftrong of 
Body than theſe of a mixed Sced. The Word gu, 
here made Uſe of for Nature, is a Mctaphor 
taken from Trees and Plants, The Verb is ge, 
to plant, Ke, Tzets, Not much unlike this is 
the Account we have from Moſes of the different 
Generations of Man in carlyer Times, 


23. 
198 Potent in Arms, and dreadful at the Spear, 
All the Commentators I ever ſaw ſeem to have 


entirely miſtook the Senſe of this Line ; nor frove 
Valid 
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avec 
avc 


0 
Nymphs: and Friſius has it 

from hard Oaks. I ſhall uſe t 
Mr. Theobald has furniſhed me with on this Oc- 
E bon; and in the ſame Words in which he gave 


Wor ks and Dar s. Book I. 


; Balls and Friſns entered into the Meaning of the 
| oer in their K the firſt tranſlates Ex 


— — — Dryadumque creata 


SEUgUING mmm ——— 


from the Blood of the Dryads, or Wood 


wereubus ex duris, 
e Comment which 


Teus bi * rel dM 9478 eres a 
Kahn mine, bx apyupy d d, 

L pidudr, Sewer n % Tub erpyr ciow Ap 

"Epy ines cord z de e 


I think I may venture to affirm, from the Com- 
ments they have given of it, that none of all the 


Greek Commentators rightly underſtood this Paſ- 
* ſage, I believe I may fay the ſame of the La- 
* tin Critics; Grevins, Le Clerc, and Heinſius, 
* have paſſed the Difficulty over in Silence. 
: velins falls into the Interpretation of the Greek 
de holigſts 
Poct; 


: itſelf, changing Gn * * 4 1 A abſonum, 


and Cuietus, it is plain, ſaw Noting 
chend to be the Meaning of the 
he makes an Alteration of the Tea 


HOY - 


Schre- 
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NOTES to the 


inordinatum; this too he borrows from one of the 


Conjectures of Tzetzes, who firſt, together with 
Moſcopylus, and Proclus, tells us that by a- 

air, for they all make but one Word of it, th 
Poet intends to inform us, that this Race was made 
out of Aſhentrecs; that is to fay, of a firm and 
unperiſhable Male: but was the ſame Generation 
braſen and wooden too? It might much more rc. 
ſonably been called the Wooden Age, if Jupiter 
had formed the People out of Trees. Hall | 
am perſuaded, had no Thought of obtruding ſuch 
a Generation on us: beſides, as neither in the De- 
ſcription of the Golden, or Silver, Age, the Poc 
has given us any Account of what Materials the 


Men were formed, why ſhould he do it here? In 


ſhort, let us reetify the Pointing of the whole Pal. 
ſage, and take the Context along with us, and 1 


very little Sagacity, I hope, will reſtore us the Au- 
thor's true Meaning, I have a great Suſpicion th: 
Verſes ought to be pointed thus; 


Zeus bi e vel dhe 9 αẽ r A He- 
Kacey mine, bu «pypy b der, 
'Ex He dan u g ut gie, dow "Agnes 
e ie wurd N Ut gu, 


Bo Ex eb, Sewer 17 


will be _ 
and dreadful at 7 per 2 u,, bs the B- 
ric Genitive, inſtcad hwy, Mena is not only 


the Afprvee, but is — uſcd, oy — 


made out of the Aſhtree ; 


# C onjecture, that vid, who had an Eye 


Wh. 


Book I. 


Wor Kks and Dars. 


3 mer, and the other Poets, for the Spear: ſo Iliad 2, 
ia the Deſcription of the Abantes. 


Tod ap 
Ar umu, ut uh oper Inn ue ig. 
Cupmgs fie d nion auf: 5 O. 


"ACarns imm Soo! mdr ng ne, 


[ Hair, 


| Down their broad Shoulders falls a Length of 
7 heir Hands diſmiſs not the lon g Lance in Air; 
© But with protended Spears, in fighting Fields, 


** the tough Cor ſiets, and the braſen Shields. 


Pope. 


The Scholiaſt on the Place explains e).ipos by 
the Words ies PE. MED 42% C * un Spears 
ſo, in our Port, c 
uch dan | take to be no more than 4 wy 
uber, Or mxis wears deer, Ierrible Will Spears, 


Both the Prepoſitions arc ndiflerently uſcd, in the : 


fame Manner, by the beſt Proſe Writers, as ell as 
the Pocts : 0 in Thucyd. we have & my e 
for te mv ind wr, by Force of Arms, It may not 
be unworthy a Remark , and to firengthen this 


on He- 
Toy in the Deſcription of the four Ages, oon #5 


he names the Braſen Age, likewiſe diſtinguiincs it 


* this Propenſu y to Arms, 
Tiriid 
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202 


Bones of Theſeus, from the Ifle of Scyro 


TH 


the Head of a Spear, made of Braſs, 


NOTES to the 
Tertia poſt. illas ſucceſſit atnea Proles, 


Sevior Ingeniis, et ad horrida promptior Arma 


24. 
On the crude Fleſh of Beaſts, they feed, alone. 


Here the Poet, ſpeaking of the Giant Race, ſay; 


uit m cue naw», of which Schrevelius, T zetzer, 


and other Commentators, ſay, they fed not n 


Bread, or Meat dreſſed, but tore and cat the Limbs 
of Beaſts. 


25, 


Their Hou ſes Braſs, of Braſs the warlike Blade. 


That there was a Time when braſen Arms were = 


uſed we may leam from Plutarch, who tells us, 
when Cimon, the Son of Miltiades, carryed the 


Athens, he found interred with him a Sword, and 


Panſanias, who mentions this Fact, tells us, that 
Iron was then begun to be uſed in War; but for 
braſen Arms in heroical Times, he gives the In- 
ſtances of Pyſander's Ax, and the Dart of Me- 
Fiones, both from Homer, He likewiſe the 
Authority of the Spear of Achilles * in the 


Temple of Minerva at Phaſelis, and the Sword of 
© Memnon, all of Braſs, in the Temple of /E/tula- 
© pins in Nicomedia. Lacretins is a Voucher, al- 
© moſt in the Words of our Author, for the Antiquity 
and Uſe of Braſs before that of Iron. 


Poſerius Ferri Vis eff riſque reperta, 


8 
. 
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* Sed prius AEris erat, quam Ferri, cognitus Uſus. 


The Remarks from Panſanias, and Lucretins, 


Wc by Mr. Theobald, See farther in the Obſerva- 
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tion on Line 253 of the Theogony. 
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210 To theſe a fourth, a better Race, ſucceeds, 
Of godlike Heros, fam'd for martial Deeds. 


Exactly the ſame is the Diſtinction Ae, makes 
in Geneſis, lays he, there were Giants in the 
Harth in thoſe Days; and alſo after that, when 

' the Sons of God came in unte the Daughters of 
Alen, and they bare Children to them; the ſame 
; — mighty Men, which were, ef old, Men of 
 KEHOWN, | 


Chap, 6, Ver, 4. 


Here are 


; 4 plainly the Agc of Giants, and the 
Age of Here 


27, There 
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NOTES to the 
27. 


There in the Iſlands of the Bleſs'd they find 


All that contributes to the Calm of Mind. 


The Fortunate Iſlands, by the Greeks though 
to be the Seats of good Men, Homer, Lycophr, 


Plutarch, Philoſlratus, and Dion, as well as lic. 


ſod, have mentioned, and unanimouſly agree, thu 
they are fragrant fruitful Fields, and Meadows, « 
lovely to the Eye as the Mind of Man can imagine. 
Tzetz, Agreeable to this is the Beginning of thu 
beautyful Deſcription of Elizium in the AEnci: a 
Virgil, 

Devenere Locos lætos, et amen Vireta 
Fortunatorum Nemorum, Sedeſque beatas. 


Lib, ( 


= mmm They took their Way, 

Where long extended Plains of Pleaſure lay. 

The bliſoſul Seats of happy Souls below, 
 - Dry des. 


Findar, in his ſecond © 


Iympic, comes nearc! i 


our Poet, in his Deſcription of thoſe Seats of th: 


2 
7 J. 


Wor ks and Days. Book I. 


— I gx pwr 
Nas 'Nnearids 
Ades. Wewrivay. 


I bere the Gales, from the Ocean, breathe thro 
© the Iſland of the bleſſed. I muſt here obſerve that 
| in his Account of Eli zium, judged very 
, © wrong, when he made Achilles fay to Uiyſes, 
. be would rather ſerve the pooreſt on Earth, 
th e rae over the deperted, Od, B. 11. 8 
„% thus dreadfully of a future State, and of t _ 
pyeſt Condition of it, is no Encouragement to 


living. 
J 28. 
: $223 Where "very reigns. 


The Original of this is omited in many Editions, 


ib, . 1 is for reſtoring | it from a Manuſcript 
29. 


lay; 226 0! would I had my Hours of Life begas 

| Before this fifth, this ſinful, Race of Man, 
þ Here he cannot mention the Vices of his Age 
© vithout ſhewing the utmoſt Deteſtation to them, 


} We ſee the ſame Purity of Manners, the fame Ai 
> of Pity, runing thro ay his Works, Sce the Life, 


- 
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NOTES to the 
30. 


238 No ſafe Reception ſhall the Stranger find. 


in 
amorphoſe of 
Heſiod are well improved by that » 
the Diviſion of the Ages he differs from our Au- 
thor, and of five makes but four. | 
Pinion of ſome, that it would have 
a - ao 4% -podnuy 
toric elations, as to t ical Beantys, 

thoſe whom be imitates. * * K 


37. 
While now my Fable from the Birds 1 bring, 
To the great Rulers of the Earth I ſing. 

Here the Poet likens himſelf to the Nightingale 


and the Judges to the Birds of Prey 
Obſervation is throly confirmed 


FEESE SD 


1 


== 


e 


nn 


f ther, he ſhould firſt leam to be good. He firſt 
if ſhews how Virtue was eſteemed by 


| zob Not thus the wicked. 


Wor xs and Days. Book I. 


By this Antitheſis how lively is the State of the 


1 This it is gives ſuch a Beauty 

to the firſt and thiny french Pains — 

| L U 

— 1 ircumſtances like this of our 
Port, 

= 

317 Aud often one Man's Crimes defiroy a Land. 

Examples of this be found in Hiſtory, When 

aV ; of this Kind — — 

of it on the Degree the Perſon guilty, 


and the Nature of the Crime commited, and againſt 


— 2. of Paris, who wes the Sor of « 
and who, in breaking the Laws of 
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Actions, but our very Thoughts. 


NOTES u the 


34- 
Exattly mark, ye Rulers of Mankind, 
The Ways of Truth, nor be to Juſtice blind. 


He now turns the Diſcourſe from his Brother io 
the Judges, by whom likewiſe he had been injured. 7 


He exhorts them to the Purſuit of Juſtice, on theſe 


two Conſiderations; firſt, becauſe the wicked Man 
who plots the Deſtruction of another, at the ſame 
Time works his own Unhappyneſs; and ſecondly, 
becauſe the Gods are not only conſcious of all ou 


were guilty, freſh in 


and the Judges. Repetitions of thi 


vent in the Greek Poets, and 


36. 
And urge the Puniſbment their Crimes demand 


in 


The 


T : f . 8 3 : . 3 8 REY 1 
Se JJ ARTS RS; EE I Bed I En IE WEB IL ST LS AN . IS 5 3 + = 
Res ee . r 4 . e r TS » 3 
i vd . "xe 


. - x 4L we — 


Wor ks and Dars. Book I. 


— cm C——_—s de | 4 ,, 


A amibanin - Cg. ——— 


a | The Greek Commentators are all ſatisfycd with this 
© Scnſe, Monſieur Le Clerc indeed reaſonably ob- 
Jecke, that if the Goddeſs, who preſides over Juſ- 


tice, obtains, that the Publick ſhould ſuffer for the 


Crimes of their Rulers, which they diſlike and con- 
= demn, where is the Juſtice of it? He quotes the 
= well known Axiom of Hok act, Delirant Reges, 
4 — Atchivi;, and refers us to a foregoing 


of our own Author, in which he ſays, 4 
City is often deftrayed for the Guilt of a 
| fangle Perſon ; but it is not obvious to me that 
the is the Poct's Meaning, Let us examine the 
Sentiment with the Context, and that will beſt de- 
termine us in the Meaning here. Juffice, ſays he, 
; ning by ber Father Jove, when any one uron 7 
8 the Iniquity of 1 Man, that t 

People may er for the Offences of their Go- 
Governours, take Heed 


n u Judgements, for every 


| FA p — hinations fall on his own Head. 
> If a Man's own ill Devicl fall on himſelf, it is 


- moſt abſird for 4 we to ſollicit that the Vulgar 
for the Crimes of then * 
n 


| Gould be puaifh, 


Te Original has it, that Jaſfice reminds Jove 
of human Wickedncſs, and ſollicits him that the 
People may be puniſhed for the Offences of their 
_—_= Rulers. 


"IS 
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give it a Turn of 


1 
only as 1 becauſe as it ſtands x 


The only C 


_ neftion is 


NOTES to the 


In ſhort, tho all the Copys agree to ſupport thi, | 
Argument, the Alteration of a ſingle Letter will 


Parts conſonant to each other. I pr 


1 how to ſatisfy myſelf in the 


ſe, I would luppoſe PII 
have wrote it; 


Kai þ did, ms u Cay, oxghuns cvomlpur, 
Aug, mp Ad mare} nei Kerlen, 
Tapuer' dySpwmur edgy voor, opp ammon 
Tiugs A ννν Camry. 


hange that is made from the is of 
hange thence in 

; viz. Whe 
Jove, immedi. 
ag quity, that br 
might then, or at that Inflant, puniſh the Eur. 
mitys of the Judges. therefore, ye Judges, tai. 
Heed to be more righteous, for the Iniquity of 
every one falls upon his own Head. The Words, 
ſo altered, certainly bear ſich a Senſe; and the 
Greek, I think, without any Strain of the 
admits it, Tan, hen. fs ©n Dina of Time 
which anſwers 10 5, when, the Want of which i 
ſupplycd by sun, which is the ſame ge 
%, and by iges, and duning, er 
entirely grammatical : and 


plain Reaſon, and make all te 


Wor «s and Days. Book I. 


does not dre ify 4, Penas do, but likewiſe 
= rf Stephens, and other Lexicon Writ 
© before, I only ſubmit it to 
> conclude this Remark with an Obſeryation that will 
not a little ſtrengthen it; which is, that the Senſe 
I would give this Paſſage 
to what our Poet ſays, but few Verſes before, which 


governs an Accuſative Caſe; 


prove by Authoritys: but as I fayed 
udgement. I will 


is exactly conformable 


* are, in your Tranſlation, theſe; 


TY 
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5 


wich the 


5. 
K 


* 


; often , 
well folves the Objection of Plutarch in this Line, 


When Suits commence, diſhoneſt Strife the Cauſe, 


. 2 

% 
+ 
Whey 
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Faith violated, and the Breach of Laws, 


Enſue; the Crys of Juſtice haunt the Judge. 
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This whole Note by Mr. Theobald. 


37- 


346 O when I hear the upright Man complain, 


Pluterch would have thele Lines leſt out as 


| Blaſphemy, and unworthy Heſad. | muſt beg 


Leave to diſſent from him. The Poet here ſays, 

greateſt Solemnity, I nor mine be 
Juſt, if to be % is to be unfortunate, and if 10 
be wicked is to be ſucceſaful, as we ee in Lite it 
I think he takes a bold Scope, and 


Alte Wy TW 66).974 0) wy Os Tip m4 £49100, 
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ers, take No- 


3 


364 


374 


NOTE CS to the 


But this is my Comfort, I hope it it mot by th 


Conſent of Jove. Tzctz. 


38. 
Who Right eſponſes, thro a righteous Love, &c. 


Here the Poet — a R 
conſidering that is ſometimes done, and 
the Author of i 1 — of the Good he don, 
therefore conſequently void of the Merit of it; « 


rd to real Merit, wiſely 


on the contrary, a Man may commit a Crime, with. 


out the Conſent of his Will; and therefore guiltleſi 


=_ - 
To Wickedneſi the Road is quickly found, &c 


The Beauty of this Paſſage is admirable; and it 
will appcar the more ſo, when we conſider the 
Truth of the Doctrine, in this poctical Dreſs, The 
Road to what he here calls Wickedneſs is foor 
found ; that is, our Appetites are no ſooner capable 
of enjoying their proper Objects, but ſuch Objeds 
are every Day ng themſclves to us; the 
Way to what he calls Virtue, and which is really 
ſo, is truly „ becauſe we muſt reſiſt the 
Diftates of Nature, if we conſider ourſelves as mcic 
ſenſual Beings, and rejzet thoſe Things which 
would give us immediate Pleaſure. 


7 


49% — Perſes, 


| of the Honour due to them, thoſe Pars being of 
© greateſt Service to Animals in walking, and gene- 
; = and thereby, ſays Tzetzes, they com- 


Vine Protection. 


Wonne and Dar s. Book I. 
40. 


: n — — Perſes, F Birth divine. 


Aſter the fm has atrrecied to excite his 


© Brother to Acts of Juſtice, by moral Precepts, he 
| reminds him of hi. 
of Virtue the Honour of a Family is ſupported. 
Terz. See farther in the Life. 


h, intimating that by Acts 


8 


; 416 But raviſh not, depending on thy Might. 


is this, after he had recommended 


How 


Boldneſs to his Brother, leſt he ſhould miſtake that 
which he deſigned as an honeſt Reſolution boldly 
: purſued, and convert the beſt Advice to the Pre- 


42. 


; 442 Of the pure Viftim burn the white fat Thighs. 


The Thighs were offered to the Gods, becauſe 


themſclyes, and thei Undenakings, to di- 


Q We 
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ated to that Uſe, "And he ſhall o 


NOTES to the 


We find the ſame Offerings ordained by the I. 
vitical Laws, tho perhaps not juſt on the a. : 
Occaſion, How near the Ceremonys agreed is un- 
certain; for here cur Author is deficient, We find 
the fame ſtrict Command in Leviticus, that the 
Victim ſhould be pure. And if bis Offering, for 
a Sacrifice of Peace Offering, unto the Lord, be 

of the Flock Male or Female, he ſhall =; 
without Blemiſh. Chap. 3. Ver. 6, There like. 
wiſe the Fat, and thoſe Parts which contribute 
moſt to Generation, are more particularly apropni. 
er an offering 
made by Fire unto the Lord; the Fat thereof, and 

the whole Rump, it ſhall he take off hard by the 
Back-bone; and the Fat that covereth the In. 
wards, and all the Fat that is on the Inward: 


And the two Kidneys, and the Fat that is n 


1 nl is by the Flanks, and the Caul above 
the Liver, with the Kidneys, it ſhall he take 
away, And the Prieſt ſhall burn them on the 
Altar; it is the Food of the Offering made 6 

Fire, for 4 ſweet Savour, Alt the Fat is t 

Lord's, Ver. 9, 15, 16, And in the ſame Book 
arc the Offerings of Frankincence, and Drink O., 
fcrings, — In the Iliad of Homer, Book 1, 
the Thighs are offered to Apollo; as likewiſe in the 
Odvyſſes Book 21, aud in ſeveral other Parts of thoſc 


two Porms, 


43, hace 


| 462 iy bare er you borrow of your Neig 


* is that Tally gi 


Works and Dar s. Book I. 
43. 


mo 


Return the ſame in Weight, — 
Our Author in his Rules of Morality does not 


recommend an Obſervation of the Laws only, but 
{ all that may conduce to the true Enjoyment of Life, 
to ourſelves, our Friends, and our Neighbours ; 
© as Liberality, a particular Regard to good Men, in 
our Payments to return more than we borrow ; 
none of which we are obliged to by any Laws: all 
= this therefore muſt 
” from a Knowledge of the World, and a juſt and 


proceed from a 


prudent Way of thinking. He likewiſe ſhews, that 


a to be honeſt, to be liberal, is not only to induige 
2 noble Paſſion, but to be Friends to ourſelves; 
> and the Rule he lays down in one Line is enforced 


by the Reaſon in the next. What an clegant Praiſe 


Iuud Heliodeum landatur a doll is, 1 eadem 


ind reddere jubet, gud acciperis, aut etiam 
ſumulat iure, fi poſſis. 


_ Paſſage of Heliod 1. commended ies 


gencrous Soul, 


ves our Poct, when to commend this 
Paſſage, he 45 the ſame Words, as ncar as he can, 
- which he ſo much admircs, 
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of Learning, becauſe he commands you never 10 


_ leſs than you borrow, but more, if you at 
LE 44 7- 
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NOTES t the, &c. 
44. 


To ffint the Wine, a frugal Hua ſhows, 
When from the Middle of the Cast it flows. 


The Reaſon Tzetzes, and ſome other Commen- 


tators, give for this Advice is, that Wine, when the 


Cask is firſt pierced, is ſmall, being next the Ai; 
and when low, troubled with Dregs; at both which 
Times, they ſay, Heſiod adviſes not to be ſparing, 


the Wine not being of much Value; but when ity 


about half out it draws more pure; then is the 
Time to be frugal. A poor Compliment this to his 
Gueſts! If fo, all his former Rules of Liberality 


are deſtroyed; but theſe Gentlemen muſt certainly 


miſtake his Meaning. All that he would recom. 
mend is, not to let our Liberality run to Profuſc- 


neſs; and when the Wine SC 
to Exceſs, by which we become ys to ow 
{elves and Friends. | 


The End of the Notes to the firſt BOOK. 
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WORKS and DAYS. 


BOOK II. 


The ARGUMENT 


N this Book the Poet inſtructs his Countrymen 

in the Arts of Agriculture, and Navigation; 
and in the Management of the Vintage : he il. 
luſtrates the Work with rural Deſcriptions; and 
concludes with ſeveral religious Precepts, founded Appl 
on the Cuſtom and Manners of his Age. 
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BOOK II. 


— nat EEE C RICO 


; W. the Pleiades, of Atlas born, 
Before the Sun's Ariſc ilume the Morn, 

— 2 Apply the Sickle to the ripen'd Corn; 
| And when, attendant on the Sun's Decline, 

They in the Evening Ather only ſhine, 5 


Then is the Seaſon to begin to plow, 
| To yoke the Oxen, and prepare to ſow, 


There 


144 Won xs and Dars. denn 
There i is a Time when forty Days they ly. 
And forty Nights, conceal'd from human Eye, 
10 But in the Courſe of the revolving Year, 


When the Swain ſharps the Scythe, again appcu | 


This is the Rule to the laborious Swain, 


Who dwells or near, or diſtant from, the Main, 


Whether the ſhady Vale reccives his Toil, 
15 And he manures the fat, the inland, Soil. 
Would you the Fruits of all thy Labours ſec, 

Or plow, or ſow, or reap, ſtill naked be; 
Then ſhall thy Barns, by Ceres bleſi d, appear 
Full of the various Produce of the Year; 

20 Nor mall the Scaſons then behold thee poor, 

A mean Dependant on another's Store, | 


Re 


ear, 


Boox IT, Wor xs and Durs. 
Tho, fooliſh Peres, bending to thy Pray'rs, 

I lately hear'd thy Plaints, and eas d thy Cares, 
On me no longer for Supplys depend, 

For I no more ſhall give, no more ſhall lend. 


Labour induſtrious if you would ſucceed ; 

That Men ſhould labour have the Gods decreed, 
That with our Wives and Children we may live, 
Without th Aſſiſtance that our Neighbours give, 
That we may never know the Pain of Mind, 

To u for Succour, and no Succour find. = 
Twice, thrice, perhaps, they may yourWants ſupply ; 
But conſtant Beggars teach them to deny; 

Then wretched may you beg, and beg again, 

And uſe the moving Force of Words in yain. 
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146 Works and Dars. Boon II. | 7 
Such Tlts to ſhun, my Counſels lay to Heart; | 
' Nor dread the Debtor's Chain, nor Hnnger's Smar. J 
| A Houſe, and Yoke of Orea, firſt provide, © 
A Maid to guard your Herds, and then a Bride; 
49 The Houſe be furniſh'd us thy Need demands, 


Nor want to borrow from a Neighbour's Hands 
| While to ſupport your Wants abroad you roam, 
Time glides away, and Work ſtands ſtill at Hom. 
Your Bus'ne6 ne'er defer from Day to Day, 

45 Borrows and Poveny attend Delay ; 

But lo! the careful Man ſhall always find 
Encreaſe of Wealth according to his Mind. 
When the hot Seaſon of the Year is o'er = 
That draws the toilſome Sweat from ev'ry Pore; 
| When 
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| Y WI o'er our Heads ch abated Planet rowls oy 


| ; A ſhorter Courſe, and viſits diſtant Poles; 
f When Fove deſcends in Showrs upon the Plains, 
i And the parch d Earth is cheer d with plenteous Rains; 


And leſs a Burden to themſelves they range: 


When the tall Foreſt ſheds her Foliage round, 
And with autumnal Verdure ſtrews the Ground, 


The Bole is incorrupt, the Timber good; 
Then whet the ſounding Ax to fell the Wood. 
Provide a Mortar three Feet decp, and ſtrong; 69 


And let the Piſtil be three Cubits long, 
| One Foot in Length next let the Mallet be; 
Ten pes the Wain, ſeven Feet her Axeltree, 

| = of 
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| And give the Length three Spans to each of thoſe 
From Hill or Field the hardeſt Holm prepare, 


To cut the Part in which you place the Share; 
ON PEPE IT WIFI, 
With chat your Oxen long may tear the Grounl 
And next, the skilful Husbandman to ſhow, 
Faſt pin the Handel to the Beam below: 

Let the Draught-beam of ſturdy Oak be made, 
And for the Handel rob the Laurel Shade, 


Or, if the Laurel you refuſe tofell, 
Seck out the Elm, the Elm will ſerve as well. 
Two Plows are needful; one let Art beſtow, | 


And one let Nature to the Service bow ; 
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„ 1 Os, or Accident, the firſt deftroy, 

Its Fellow in the furroy'd Field employ. 

„ Voke from the Herd two ſturdy Males, whoſe Age 30 


* 
— ᷑ĩ2E̊— — - ONE —— — — 4. 


: For if too young they will unuly grow, 

d, _  Unfiniſh'd leave the Work, and break the Plow 
| Theſe, and your Labour ſhall the better thrive, 
Leet good Plowman, year d to forty, drive; 
auen ſed, 


JP „% §ç§·»w⁶ . ˙ —B — — — Y «7§«,1[.d ... 


With plenteous Morſels, and of wholeſome Bread: 

The Slave, who numbers fewer Days, you'll find 
 Curlels of Work, and of « rambling Mind, 

Perhaps, neglefiful to dire@t the Plow, 90 
He in one Furrow twice the Seed will ſow. 1 0 | 
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105 


Obſerve the Crane's departing Flight in Time, 


Who yearly ſoars to ſeck a ſouthern Clime, 
Conſcious of Cold; when the ſhrill Voice you hey | 


Know the fit Seaſon for the Plow is o, 


Then he fre whom no Oxen graze the Plains, 
Wich aking Heart, beholds the winter Rains; 


Be mindful then the ſturdy Ox to feed, 


And careful keep within the uſeful Breed. 
You ſay, perhaps, you will intreat a Friend 

A Yoke of Oxen, and « Plow, to lend: 

He your Requeſt, if wiſe, will thus refuſe, 
I hove but two, and thoſe I wane to uſe; 

To make « Plow great is th' Expence and Care; 


All theſe you ſhould, in proper Time, prepare. 


Re- 
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Let 
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e, , 7 Reproofs like theſe avoid; and, to behold 

Your Fields bright waving with their Ears of Gold, 

„ Ie unimprov'd no Hour, in Seaſon, fly, 

1 But with your Scrvants plow, or wet, or dry; 

And in the Spring again to turn the. Soil = 
Obſerve; the Summer ſhall reward your Toil. 


While light and freſh the Glebe inſert the Grain; 
Then ſhall your Children file, nor you complain. 
| Prefer with Zeal, when you begin to plow, 
| To Jove temenc, and Ceres chaſt, the Vow; _ 
Then will the rural Deitys regard b 
Your Welfare, and your Piety reward. 


Forget not, when you ſow the Grain, to mind 
That a Boy follows, with # Rake, behind; 


And 
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$20 And ſtrictly charge him, as you drive, with Can 


130 


The Secd to cover, and the Birds to fare. 
Tho ev'ry Tak, with Diligence, employ 
Your Serength; and in that Duty be your Joy; 
And, to avoid of Life the greateſt Ill, 


Never may Sloth prevail upon thy Will: 
(BicG'd who with Order their Affairs diſpoſe! | 
But rude Confuſion is the Source of Woes ! ) 
Then ſhall you ſee, olympian Fove your Friend, 
With pond'rous Grain the yellow Harveſt bend, 


Then of Arachne's Web the Veſſels clear, 


To hound the Produce of the fenile Year, = 
Think then, O! think, how pleaſant will it be, 
At Home an annual Support to ſee ; 


To 


To 
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: To view with friendly Eyes your Neighbour's Store, 
; And to be able to relieve the poor. 


— Srafbas for the Plow to frun » 


* Bencath the Tropic of the Winter's Sun 
J Be well obſervant not to turn the Ground, 


| For ſinall Advantage will from thence be found 


I How wiil you ſigh when thin your Crop appears, 


And the hon Stalks ſupport the duſty Ears! 
Your ſcanty Harveſt then, in Baskets preſs'd, 
Will, by your Folly, be your Neighbour's Jeſt: 


Sometimes indeed it otherwiſe may be; 


But who th' Effect of a bad Cauſe can ſee ? 
If late you to the Plowman's Task accede, 


The Symptoms theſe the later Plow muſt ſpecd, 
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In welcome Sounds, foretel the Spring · time near, 


Three Days and Nights, deſcends in conſtant Rains, 


| When naked all the Woods, and Fields, appear, 
Who 
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When firſt the Cuckoo from the Oak you hear, 


EY 
Ut 
n 
fag 
NG 
248 
. * 
83 


If Jove, the Plowman's Friend, upon the Plaim, 


Till on the Surface of the Glebe the Tide 
Riſe to that Height the Ox's Hoof may hide; 
Then may you hope your Store of golden Grain 


Shall equal his who earlyer turn'd the Plain. 


Obſerve, with Care, the Precepts I impart, 

And may they never wander from thy Heart ; 

Then ſhall you know the Showrs what Seaſons bring, 

And whet the Burneb of the printed Spring, == 
In that bleak, and dead, Seaſon of the Year, 


* 4 . 
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| ; | When Nature lazy for a While remains, 
And the Blood almoſt freezes in the Veins, 
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Avoid the publick Forge where Wretches fly 


. 


Th' inelement Rigour of the Winter Sky : 165 


| Thither behold the flothful Vermin tray, 
And there in idle Talk conſume the Day ; 
| Half ftary'd they fit, in evil Conſult join'd, 
And, indolent, with Hope buoy up their Mind ; 
Hope that is never to the hungry kind! } wo 
Labour in Seaſon to encreaſe thy Store, 


And never let the Winter find thee poor: 
Thy Servants all angler till Summer's paſs'd, 
For tell them Summer will not always laſt, 
8 2 The 
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In part devoted to the God of Wine, 


Demands your utmoſt Care; when raging forth, 5 
O'er the wide Seas, the Tyrant of the North, ; 


Bellowing thro Thrace, tears up the lofty Woods, | 
Hardens the Earth, and binds the rapid Floods. 
The Mountain Oak, high tow'ring to the SRV. 
Torn from his Root acroſs the Valley lys; re 
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Wide ſpreading Ruin threatens all the Shore, 
Loud groans the Earth, and all the Foreſts row. 
And now the Beaſt amaz'd, from him that reigns 
Lord of the Woods to thoſe which graze the Plains 
Shiv'ring, the piercing Blaſt, chte, fy 
And guards his tender Tail betwixt his Thighs. 
Nov 


ö ; The Man, who could erect ſupport his Age, 
55 Now bends reluctant to the North-wind's Rage: 


bk Boox II. Wor Ks aud Dars. 157 
; i Now Nought avails the Roughneſs of the Bear, 

| The Ox Hyde, nor the Goat's Length of Hair; 190 
* Rich in their Fleece, alone the well cloath d Fold 

OM pred not the blaring Wind, nor ear the Cold 


; From Accidents like theſe the tender Maid, 195 
4 Free and ſecure, of Storms nor Winds afraid, 


Þ Lives, nerd dan beneath her Mother's Eye 

7 Unhurt, unſully'd, by the Winter's ky ; 

Or now to bathe her lovely Limbs ſhe goes, 

Now round the Fair the fragrant Ointment flows; = 307 
; Beneath the virtuous Roof ſhe ſpends the Nights, ”— 

* Stranger to golden Venss, and her Rites, 


Now 
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Now does the boneleſs Polypus, in Rage, 


| Feed on his Feet, his Hunger to aſſwage; 


The Sun no more, bright ſhining in the Day, 
Directs him in the Flood to find his Prey; 


Veer ſwarthy Nations while he fiercely gleams, 


Greece feels the Powr but of his fainter Beams. 


| Now all Things have a diff rent Face below 


The Beaſts now ſhiver at the falling Snow); 
Thro Woods, and thro the ſhady Vale, they run 


To various Haunts, the pinching Cold to ſhun; 
Some to the Thicket of the Foreſt flock, 


And ſome, for Shelter, ſeek the hollow Rock. 


A winter Garment now demands your Care, 
To guard the Body from th" inclement Air; 


Boox II. Works and Days. 

Soft be the inward Veſt, the outward ftrong, 

And large to wrap you warm, down reaching long: 
Thin lay your Warf, when you the Loom prepare, 

And cloſe to weave the Woof no Labour ſpare. 

The Rigour of the Day a Man defys, 


Thus cloath'd ; nor ſces his Hairs like Briſtles riſe, 


Next to your Feet the well hair'd Shocs provide, 
Hairy within, of a ſound Ox's Hyde. 
A Kid's ſoft Skin over your Shoulders throw, 


Unhun to keep you from the Rain or Snow; 

And for your Head a well made Cov'ring get, 

To keep your Ears ſafe, from the Cold and Wet. 

When o'er the Plains the North exerts his Sway, 

From his ſharp Blaſts piercing begins the Day ; 
Then 
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Alike to Man and Beaſt, the moſt ſevere : 
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Then from the Sky the morning Deus deſcend. 


And frulful o'er the happy Lands extend. 


The Waters by the Winds convey d on high, 


From living Streams, in carly Dew-drops ly 


Bright on the Graſs; but if the North-wind ſwells, 


With Rage, and thick and ſable Clouds compels, | 


They fall in ev'ning Storms upon the Plain 

And now, from ev'ry Part, the lab'ring Swain 
Foreſees the Danger of the coming Rain; 
Leaving his Work, panting bell old him ſcowr 
Homeward, to outrun the Show'r. 

This Month commands your Care, of all the Year, 


The 
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The Ox's Provender be ſtinted now, 

But plenteous Meals the Husbandman allow; 

For the long Nights but tedious paſs away. 

Theſe Rules obſerve while Night ſucceeds the Day, 

Long as our common Parent, Earth, ſhall bring 

Her various Offeprings forth to grace the Spring, 
When, from the Tropic of the Winter's Sun, 

ThricetwentyDays and Nights theirCourſe have run, 

And when Ar urus leaves the Main, to riſc 

A Star, bright ſhining, in the ev'ning Skys ; 


Then prune the Vine: tis dangerous to delay 


Till with Complaints the Swallow breaks the Day. 


When with their Domes the flow-pac'd Snails retreat, 
Bencath ſome Foliage, from the burning Heat 


T Of 
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And rears in Triumph his offenfive Head, 
When in the ſhady Boughs, with quiv'ring Wings, 


Works and Days. Boon II. 
Of the Pleiades, your Tools prepare; 
The ripen'd Harveſt then demands your Care. 


The Graſhopper all Day continual fings; 

The Seaſon when the Dog reſumes his Reign, 

Weakens the Neryes of Man, and burns the Brain, 
Then 
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Then the fat Fleſh of Goats is wholeſome Food, 
And to the Heart the generous Wine is good; 


Then Nature thro the ſofter Sex docs move, 

And limulates the Fair to Ad, of Love 

Then in the Shade avoid the mid-day Sun, 
Where Zephyrs breathe, and living Fountains run; 
There paſs the ſultry Hours, with Friends, away, 
And frolick out, in harmleG Minh, the Day; 


With country Cates your homely Table ſpread, 

| The Goat's new Milk, and Cakes of Milk your Bread; 
The Fleh of Beeres which broue the Tree, your 
Nor ſpare the tender Fleſh of Kids to cat ; 

With Byblias Wine the rural Feaſt be crown'd; 
Thee Pans of Water, let the Bow! go round. 


= . | For get 
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Forget not, when Orion firſt appears, 
To make your Servants threſh the ſacred Ears; 


Upon the level Floor the Harveſt lay, 
Where a ſoft Gale may blow the Chaff away ; 

299 Then, of your Labour to compute the Gain, 
Before you fill the Veſſels, mete the Grain, 


Sweep up the Chaff, to make your Work compleat; 
The Chaff, and Straw, the Ox and Mule will cat. 
When in the Year's Proviſion you have lay'd, 
195 Take home « ſingle Man, and Servant-maid ; 
Among your Workmen let this Care be ſhown 
To one who has no Manſion of his own, 

Be dune u ſharp tooth'd Cur well fed to keep; | 


Your Houſe's Guard, while you in Safety fleep. 
The 
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The Harveſt paſs'd, and thus by Ceres bleſs'd, 
. the Beaſt, and give your Servants Reft. 
Orion and the Dog, each other nigh, 
Together mounted to the midmoſt Sky, 


When in the roſy Morn Arcturus ſhines, 


Then pluck the Cluſters from the parent Vines; 
| Forget not next the ripen'd Grapes to lay 

Ten Nights in Air, nor take them in by Day; 
Five more remember, ere the Wine is made, 

To let them ly, to mellow in the Shade; 

And in the ſixth briskly yourſelf employ, 

To cask the Gift of Bacchus, Sire of Joy. 
Next, in the Round, do not to plow forget, 
When rhe feven Virgins, and Orion, ft; 


Thus 
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Thus an Advantage always ſhall appear, 
In ey'ry Labour of the various Year. 

If o'er your Mind prevails the Love of Gain, 


And tempts you to the Dangers of the Main, 


Yet in her Harbour ſafe the Veſſel keep, 
When ſtrong Orion chaces to the deep 


The Virgin Stars; then the Winds war aloud, 


And veil the Ocean with a fable Cloud 


Then round the Bark, already haul'd on Shore, 


Lay Stones, to fix her when the Tempeſts roar; 
But firſt forget not well the Keel to drain; 
And draw the Pin to fave her from the Rain, 
Furl the Ship's Wings, her Tackling home convey, 


And o'er the Smoke the well made Rudder lay, 


With 
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With Patience wait for a propitious Gale, 5 
— © wattet che Bald: 
Then launch the ſwift wing'd Veſſel on the Main, 330 
With * 
80 our poor Father toil d his Hours away, 
Carcful to live in the unhappy Day ; 
He, fooliſh Porſer, ſpent no Time in vain, 
But fled Misfortunes thro the watry Plain ; 335 
He, from alias Cuma, th Occan paſs'd, 


Here, in his ſable Bark, aiv d at laſt. 
Not far from Helicon he fix'd his Race, 
In Astra Village; miſcrable Place ! 
How comfoniek the winter Scaſon there! | 349 
And cheerlels, Aſtra, is thy ſummer Air. 
O! Pere 
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O! Perſes, may'ſt thou ne'er forget thy Sire, 
But let thy Breaſt his good Example fire: 


The proper Bus'neſs of each Seaſon mind ; 
345 And O! be cautious, when you truſt the Wind. 
| If large the Veiel, and her Lading large, 
And if the Seas prove faithful to their Charge, 


| Great are your Gains; but by one evil Blaſt, 


Away your Hopes are with your Venus caſt. 
350 If diligent to live, from Debtors free, 

You raſhly are reſolv'd to trade by Sca, 

To my Inſtructions an Attention pay, 

And lamm the Courſes of the liquid Way ; 

Tho nor to build, nor guide, a Ship I know, 
355 I'll teach you when the ſounding Main to plow, 
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Once I have croſs'd the Deep, and not before, 


Nor fince, from Aulis to Enbea's Shore; 
From Aulis, where th' aſſembled Greeks lay bound, 

All arm'd, for Troy, for beauteous Dames renown'd : 

At Chalcis, there, the Youth of noble Mind, 360 
For ſo their great Forefather had injoin'd, 

The Games decreed, all ſacred to the Grave 

Of King Andie, the wiſc and brave; 

A Vitor there in Song the Prize I bore, 

A well car'd Tripod, to my native Shore; 365 
Which to the ſacred Heliconian Ninc 
| offer'd, grateful for their Gift divine, 

Where with the Love of Verſe I firſt was ½ d, 

Where by the heav'nly Maids I was infpir'd ; 

1 To 
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To them I bye; to them alone I owe, 
What of the Sens, ot of the Stars, I know; 


Wine is the Powr to tell, by them reveal'd, 


The Will of Fore, tremendous with his Shield; 
To chem, Who taught me firſt, to them belong 


The blooming Honours of th immortal Song. 
When, from the Tropic of the Summer's Bun, 
Full fifty Days and Nights their Courſe have run, 


Fearleſs of Danger, for the Voy'ge prepare, 


Smooth is the Ocean, and ſerene the Air: 


380 


Then you the Bark, ſafe with her Freight, may view, 


And gladſome as the Day the joyful Crew ; 
Unleſs great Fove the King of Gods, or He, 


Neptune, that ſhakes the Earth, and rules the Bea, 
The 
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The two immortal Powrs on whom the End 

Of Mortals, good and bad, alike depend, 385 
Should jointly, or alone, their Force employ, 

. And, in a lucklefs Hour, the Ship deſtroy 

If, free from ſuch Miſchance, the Veſſel ye, 


Deer a calm Sea, beneath indulgent Skys, 


Let Nothing long thee from thy Home detain, 299 


But meaſure, quickly, meaſure back the Main. 

Haſtc your Return before the Vintage pals'd, 
Prevent th' autumnal Showrs, and ſouthern Blaſt ; 

Or you, too late a Penitent, will find 

A ruſſel d Ocean, and unfriendly Wind. 395 


| Others there are who chuſe 10 hoiſt the Sail, 
And plow the Sca, before a Spring-tids Gale, 
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When firſt the Footſteps of the Crow ure ſeen, ! 
Clearly as on the Trees the buding green: 
But then, may my Advice prevail, you'll keep 

Your Veſſel ſafe at Land, nor truſt the Deep; 

Many, ſurpriſing Weakneſs of the Mind! 

Tempe all the Perils of the ea and Wind, 

Face Death in all the Terrors of the Main, 


Secking, the Soul of wretched Mortals, Gain. 


Would thou be ſafe, my Cautions be thy Guide, 
Tis fad to periſh in the boyſtrous Tide. 2 
When for theVoy'ge yourVeſlel leaves the Shore, 


| Truſt in her hollow Sides not half your Store; 


The leſs your Loſs, ſhould the return no more: | 


With 
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With all your Stock how diſmal would it be 
To have the Cargo periſh in the Sea! 
A Load, you know, too pond'rous for the Wain, 
Will cruſh the Axeltree, and ſpoil the Grain, 
Let ev'ry Action prove a Mean conſeſ dj; 415 
A Moderation is, in all, the beſt, 
Next to my Counſels an Attention pay, 
To form your Judgement for the nuptial Day. 
'E When you have number'd thrice ten Years in Time, 
The Age mature when Manhood dates its Prime; 420 
With Caution chooſe the Partner of your Bed 
| Whom fiftcen Springs have crown'd, a Virgin wed, 
6 
Is, or a Bleſſing, o Cute, in Life, 


Me 
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Her Father, Mother, know, Relations, Friends, 


For on her Education much depends : 


If all are good, accept the maiden Bride; 

Then form her Manners, and her Actions guide: 
A Life of Bliſs ſucceeds the happy Choice; 
Nor ſhall your Friends lament, nor Foes rejoice. | 
Wretched the Man condemn'd to drag the Chain, 
What reſtleſs Ev'nings his, what Days of Pain! 
Of a luxurious Mate, « wanton Dame, | 
Perpetual burning, and without « Flame; | 

A Wite who ſocks to revel our the Mights 

In ſumptuous Banquets, and in ftol'n Delights : 
Ah! wretched Mortal! tho in Body frrong, 


Thy Conftitution cannot ſerve thee long ; 


1d 
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Old Age vexatious ſhall o ertake thee ſoon ; 
Thine is the Ey'n of Life before the Noon. | 442 


Obſerve in all you do, and all you fay, 
Regard to the immortal Gods to pay. 
Firſt in your Friendſhip let your Brother ſtand, 
So nearly join d in Blood, the ſtricteſt Band; 
Or ſhould another be your Heart's Ally, \ af 
Let not a Fault of thine diſſol ve the Ty | 


Nor cer debaſe the Friendſhip with a Ly. 
Should he, offenſive, or in Deed, or Specch, 


Firſt in the ſacred Union make the Breach, 
To puniſh him may your Reſentments tend; J 
For who more guilty than a taichlelb Friend ! 


Bu 
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But if, repentant of his Breach of Truft, 
The Self-accuſer thinks your Vengeance juſt, 


And humble begs you would no more complain, 
455 Sink your Reſentments, and be Friends again; 
Or the poor Wretch, all ſorrowful to part, 
Sighs for another Friend to caſe his Heart. 


Whatever Rage your boiling Heart ſuſtains, 


Let not the Face diſcloſe your inward Pains. 


Be your Companions o'er the ſocial Bowl 
The few ſelected, each a virtuous Soul. 


Never e Friend among the wicked go, 1 

Nor ever join to be the good Man's Foe. 
When you behold « Man by Fortune poor, | 

465 Lot him not leave with ſharp Rebukes the Door : of 


The 
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The Treaſure of the Tongue, in ev'ry Cauſe, 

With Moderation ur'd, obtains Applauſe : 

What of another you ſeverely fay 


May amply be return d another Day. 
| When you are Gammon'd to the publick Feaſt, 470 
Go with a willing Mind « ready Gueſt; 
Grudge not the Charge, che Burden is but ſmall; 
Good is the Cuſtom, and it pleaſes all. == 

When the Libation of black Wine you bring, 
A morning Off ming to the heav'nly King, 475 
Wich Hands unclean if you prefer the Pray's, 
Jove is \nvens'd, your Vows ure loſt in Air; 
80 all th' immortal Powrs on whom we call, 
1 with polluted Hands, are deaf to all 

= © 14 
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480 


Let not thoſe Parts which ought to be conceal'd 
Be to the Sun, in any AR, teveal'd. 

Whate'er you do in amorous Delight, 
Be all tranſacted in the Veil of Night; 
And when, tranſported, to your Wife's Embrace 
You haſte, pollute no conſecrated Place ; 
Nor ſeek to taſte her Beautys when you part 


From a ſad Fun'ral, with a heavy Heart: 


When from the joyous Feaſt you come all gay, 
In her fair Arms revel the Night away. 

When to the Rivulet to bathe you go, 
Whoſe lucid Currents, never ceaſing, flow, 
E're, to deface the Stream, you leave the Land, 


With the pure limpid Waters cleanſe cach Hand; 


Then 
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Then on the lovely Surface fix your Look, 
| And ſupplicate the Guardians of the Brook: 495 
Who in the River thinks himſelf ſecure, 


With Malice at his Heart, and Hands impure, 
Too late a Penitent, ſhall find, ere long, 
By what the Gods inflict, his Raſhncſs wrong, 
When to the Gods your ſolemn Vows you pay, 500 
Strictly attend while at the Feaſt you ſtay ; 
Nor the black Iron to your Hands apply, 


From the freſh Parts to pare the uſcleſs dry. 
The Bowl, from which you the Libation pour 
| To Men, profane not in the ſocial Hour: 705 
Who Things devote to vulgar Uſe employ, 
Thoſe Men ſome dreadful Vengeance fhall defliov, 


X 1 | Never 
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Never begin to build a Manſion Scat, 


Unleſs you're ſure to make the Wark eker; 
5ro Leſt, on th'unfiniſh'd Roof high perch'd, the Crow 
Croak horrid, and foretcl approaching Woe. = 

'Tis hurtful in the footed Jar to cat, 
Till purify'd: nor in it bathe your Feet. 
Who in a flothful Way his Children rears, 
515 Will fre them feeble in their riper Years 
Never by Ads cficminate diſgrace 

Yourſelf, nor bathe your Body in the Place 
Where Women bathe ; for Time and Cuſtom can 
8oftcn your Hears 16 Afts beneath « Man. 
520 When on the ſacred Rites you fix your Eyes, 

Deut not, in your Breaſt, the Sacrifice ; 


Fo 
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For know, the God, to whom the Flames aſpire, 
May puniſh you ſeverely in his Ire, 
Sacred the Fountains, and the Seas, eſteem, 


Nor by indecent Acts pollute their Stream. $25 
Theſe Precepts keep, fond of a virtuous Name, 
And ſhun the loud Reports of evil Fame: 


fame 6 an 1 you may wich Reſb hacia, 

A fad Oppreſſion to be borne with Pain ; 

And when you would the noiſy Clamours drown, 530 
You'll find it hard to lay your Burden down : 

| Fame, of whatever Kind, not wholly dy, 

A Goddeſs ſhe, and firengrhens as the fiys. 
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1. 
1 When the Pleiades, of Atlas born, &c. 


F Sha!l firſt obſerve that the Poct, very judici- 
ouſly, begins his Inſtructions with a general 
Direction when to fow and to reap; which 
Rule is contained in the two firſt Lines, but 
lengthened, in the Tranſlation, into ſeven, This 


firſt main Precept is to reap when the Pleiades riſe, 
and to plow when they fer, 


* Aſicr 


NOTES to the 


Aſter this he informs his Countrymen in their 
ſeveral Dutys, at home, and in the Fields. For 
the poetical 22 allegorical Meaning of the Phi- 
ades, I ſhall uſe the Words of the Scholiaſt on 
this Paſſage. | 


Pleione bore to Atlas ſeven Daughters; the 
Names of which we find in the Phenomena of 
"_ Alcyone, Merope, Celano, Eleckre, 
3. ere, and Maia; but fix of which, 
| = ' Theſe being purſued by Orien, 
who v was in Love with th were changed 
Doves; and afterwards pl 
Zodiac, Thus much for the fabulous By Atlas, 
who is ſayed to f1 
= _ the Pole, which divides, and deter- 

1er of whom the Pletades, 
my all other Stars, are ſaycd to 
be — — * after the Separation of — He- 
miſpheres, they appeared. The riſing of the Ple- 
tades is from the ninth of May, to the three and 
twentieth Day of June; the ſeting of them from 
the eighth of OFober bs the of December. 
Tzets, What our Author means by their riſing 
and ſeting I have endeavoured to explain in my 
Tranſlation. 


2. 
— wie Artie es, 
And forty Nights, 


ronreal'd from human Eye. 
This 


— I. in te 
the Heavens on his Shoul- 
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This is, ſays Tzetzes, partly in April, and 
partly in May; which is occafioned by the Vici- 
nity of the Sun to the Pleiades at that Time. In 
ay he paſſes thro Aries, and in May thro 

aurss ; in the Middle of which Sign theſe Stars 
are placed. Some, c to Tget ges, date the 
riſing of theſe from the Beginning of Jane; to 
which Month quite thro May, ſay they, the Sun 
paſſes thro Taurus and Gemini | 


3 WY 
22 Tho, fooliſh Perſes, bending to thy Tray ri. 
I lately heard thy Plaints, and cas d thy Cares. 


It-is evident from theſe, and other, Lincs, that 
altho Perſes had defrauded his Brother of his 
Right, he was ſoon reduced to want his Aſſiſtance. 


It may not be impertinent here to obſerve, that 


Heſiod, in ſeveral of his moral Precepts, had his 

Eye on the preſent Circumſtances of his Brother ; 

| in the firſt Book, Ver. 417, ſpeaking of the 
wicked, 


— bike @ Dream his ill got Riches fy. 


The Impreſſion this muſt make on Perſes muſt 
be the ſtronger, being dircfed to him who had got 
an Eftate by Fraud, and ſquandered it away, 


Y 2 4 Then 
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4. 
59 Then whet the ſounding Ax to fell the Wood. 


The Wood that is felled at this time of the 
Year may be preſerved imputrid, the Moiſture 
having been dryed away by the Heat of the Wea- 
> gg which renders it firm and durable; but if 
felled with the Moiſture in the Trunk, or — 
it rots. Tzets. 

5. 


60 Provide a Mortar. 


95 think this was for the FO Uſe of a Mill 
if ſo, an Argument may be ht, from the In- 
vention of Mills, for the Antiquity of Heſiod, 
who docs not mention one in any of his Writings. 


% Two Plaus are needful. 


On the Plows here mentioned, e x, maxl/r, 
Grevins has a learned Note, from the Scholiaſt of 
Apollonius Rhodins ; the firſt he and other Com- 
mentators interpiet a Plow made of a Wood that 
inc lines „ by Nature, to a Plow-tail: ſays one, A. 
ratruu quod haber Dentale folidum ( adnatum, 
nom affixum, Trees takes no Notice of this 

„ When 
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94 When her ſhrill Voice you hear. 


The Crane is a very fearful and tender Bird, 
and ſoon ſenſible of Cold and Heat; and, thro the 


Weight of its Body, caſyly feels the Quality of 


the upper Air, while hos, which occaſions her 


ſcreaming in cold » — leſt ſne ſhould fall 
Tera. 
8. 


114 Prefer with Zeal, when you begin to plow, 
To Jove terrene, and Ceres chaſt, the Vow, 


_ Heſiod keeps up an Air of Picty quite thro his 
Poem, which, as Mr. Addiſon obſerves in his 
Eſſay on the Georgie, ſhould be always main- 
tained. Tezetzes tells us Zeus is Bacchus ; 
and the Reaſon for his being joined with Ceres, 


is, becauſe they were in Ag t together, where 


they inſtructed Men in the Art of Tillage, and 
Planting, It is not unreaſonable to imagine the 
Poct ſhould invoke Bacchus and Ceres, who arc 
the two Deitys which preſide over the Harveſt and 
the Vintage, two great Subjects of this Book but 
the learned Gr evius has put it out of Diſpute that 
5 is Pluto, Z yy lays he, is the infernal 
Her ; ene 1 reeks meant xamy erin, 
— at 1. 2 Ground, This he iuuſtrates by 
many 


189 


190 


many Authoritys, and proves fone: Src; to be 
infernal Gods. We find many Inſcriptions, con- 
tinues he, X®@ONIOI1IE ®EOLZ; in other 
Places Irois ng-mxborics. We ſee in antient Mo- 
numents 90s Epps infernal y, becaufe 
he drives the Souls of the departed to the Shades 
below. ſchylus calls Pluto Teds unh, , the 
go 4 and Heſod, likewiſe, in his 

heogony ſtiles him ee ene; and the Furys 


are called, by Euripides, e d infernal 


Goddeſſes, Now let us examine why Pluto is 
invoked by the Husbandmen; he was believed to 
be Author of all the Riches which come out of 
the Earth. This we have in a Hymn to Pluto 
aſcribed to Orpheus; 


rend asl Ce, ngpmiis Graumer, 


The Giver of Riches to human Rate in annual 
Fruits; and Cicgko, de Natur Deorum, 
thus accounts for it, gu recidant omnia in 
Terras, & oriuntur „ Terris, becauſe all Things 
muſt be reduced to, and ariſe from, the Earth, 
Thus far Grevias; and Lalla, in his Tranſlation, 
has took it in the ſame Senſe ; Plutonem, in pri- 


mis, VEnerare. 


9. Then 
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9. 


128 Then ſhall you ſee, olympian Jovs your 
Friend, N 7. 
With pond'rous Grain the yellow Harveſt 


E Tides auwns dne, ON pms SD 6 * 
one Line in the Original; the Conſtruction of 
which is, if Heaven afterwards grant you 
4 good End. The natural Interpretation of which 
is, that proper Pains may be taken for the Til- 
lage, but if an unlucky Seaſon ſhould happen, 
the Labour of the Husbandman is fruſtrated, If 
taken in a religious Senſe, much like this pious 
Sentiment is that of Saint PAUL; I have 
planted, Apollos watered, but G O D gave the 
Encreaſe. 1 Cor. Chap. 3. Ver. 6. 


10. 
136 Beneath the Tropic of the Winter's Sun 
Be well obſervant not to turn the Ground. 


Aſter the Poet has taught his Countrymen what 
Seaſons to plow and ſow in, he teaches them what 
to avoid; which are all che Days in the winter 
Tropic, or what the Latins call Solftice, From 
the ſeting of Sagitte, and the riſing of Huus, to 


the 
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the riſing of as Pleiades, . contains the 
Space of eighty five Days, that is, the eighth 
Degree of Aries to the ſeventh of S, Tthe 


vernal nino begins and ends. From the 


riſing of the 7 leiades. which is from the eighth 


Degree of Cancer, to the riſing of Arcrurus and 
Capricorn, is the ſummer Solſtice, of one hundred 


and twenty four Days. From the riſing of Arctu- 


164 


| Hvvid the publick Forge. 


tight to all who underſtand the Author. T 


rus and Capricorn, to the ſeting of the Pletades 

and Orion, is the autumn Aquinox, of fifty ſix 

Days. From the. ſeting of the I leiades and Ori- 

on, to the ſeting of Segitte, and the riſing of E- 

| ng the winter Solſtice, of an hundred Days. 
Se. | 


I 1 


Grevius changes the common Latin Tranſla- 
tion of this Paſſage, Ancam Sedem, into Officinam 
erariam, or, ferrariam, which is a | 


Forges, with the Au, were Places always open 
to poor People, where uſed to fleep. Pro- 
cus, in his Remarks on this Verſe, ſays, at one 
Time, in Athens, were three hundred and fixty 
of theſe public Places, St, is the ſame with 


HM; in this Senſe our Port uſes it in another 


Place ; %% 
Houſes, or ſhady 


Suns, the © 
hence nt ants fo 
loner, 


Þ 4 
Places; 
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hiiter, or goſſip in any Place; and hence Sons, 


nu Sil, and owe, become ſynonimous. Dice- 


archus gives this CharaQter of the Athenians, a 


People, ſays he, much inclined to vain prating, 
a lurking, ſycophantic, Crew, very inquiſitive al- 
ter the Aﬀairs of other People. Thus much from 


Grevins. Theſe Places, in one Senſe, are not 
unlike the Tonſtrine, or Barbers-ſhops, of the 
Romans, where all the idle People aſſembled ; 
which were once remarkable, and arc now in 
ſeveral Places, among us, for being the Rendez- 
vous of idle Folks. In this Senſe Friſ/us ſeems 
to take this Paſſage; Fabrorum vitato Focos, Nu- 
gaſque calentes, &c. This ſame Cuſtom of loi- 
tering, and goſſiping, at a Barber's Shop was no- 
torious too at Athens; as we may learn from 
the Plutus of Ariſtophanes. 


Ov T«:904g 
Ku 4 %s Y %, i 7 Hess, 9 
Em mio nuf, Tr u H vv. 


22 I would not believe it, if it was 


rommun Talk among the idle Fellows, in 
the Barbers-ſhops, The laſt Pan of this Note, 
from Ar iſtophanes, by Mr, Theobald. 


L 14, The 
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12, | 
The Month all hurtful to the lab ring Kine, 
In part devoted to the God of I ine. 


Here begins one of the moſt lively Deſcriptions 
that ever -was in Poetry, The coming of the 
Northwind, the Effe& it has on the Land, Water, 
Woods, Man, and Beaſt, is naturally, and beauty- 
fully , painted. The Incidents of the Sheep, and 
the Viegin, are ridiculed, by Mr. Addiſon, in his 
Eſſay on the Georgi, as mean and trivial, I muſt 
beg Leave to di ent from that great Writer, The 
Repreſentation of their comfortable Condition ſerves 
to enliven the Picture of the Diſtreſs of the other 
Creatures, who are more expoſed to the Inclc- 
mency of the Weather, All this is carrycd on 
with great Judgement; the Poct goes not out of 
the Country for Images; he tells us not of the 
Havock that is made in Towns by Storms, That 
of the Polypus is a very pro — and 
not foreign to a — Deleript ion, Valle and 
Friſius differ in their Names of 2 Month; one 
will have it to be December, and the other Ja- 
uuary be it either of which, it is plain from 
hence it was the Month in which the Greeks cc- 
lebrated the Feaſt of Bacchus, His op calls it 
Alwawr, from one of the Names of that Deity, 


13, Now 
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202 Now does the boneleſs Poly pus, iv Rage, 
Feed on his Feet, his Hunger to aff wage. 


The Original, which I have tranſlated Polypur, 
from the Example of every Latin Verſion, and 
Commentator, is an,, Which ſignifys any Thing 
that is boneleſs. The Scholiaſt tells us, from 
Pliny Book 9, the Polypus in the ſevere winter 
Scaſons keeps in his Cave, and gnaws his Fcct, 
thro Hunger; and Tzerzes favs many of them 
have been found with maimed Feet, From theſe 
Accounts we may reaſonably conclude what He- 
fied calls «rims to be the ſame Liſh. 


14. 


215 A winter Garment nom demands your Care. 


Here is a Deſcription of the old Greecian Ha- 
bit for Men, in Winter, The foft Tunic is an 
under Garment, the other a fort of a looſe Coat 
to wrap round the Body, which he informs you 
how to make, The Wart is that Part of the 
Loom, when ſet, which the Shuttle gocs thro; 
the Woof is the Thread which comes from the 
Shuttle in weaving, To keep the Neck warm he 
adviſes to throw the Skin of ſome Beaſt croſs the 


Shoulders The Covering for the Head was a 


thick Cap, which came quite over the Ears, From 
his mentioning Nothing clic in particular, we may 


L $ meer 
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on this Place, merryly obſerves, that the carneſt 
Directions for making the winter Dreſs favour very 
much of old Age in the Poet : but I muſt beg 
Leave to remark that ſome Allowance is to be 
made for the bad Clime of his Country, of which 
we find himſelf giving a wretched Character. 


E 
The Waters by the Winds convey'd on high, Kc. 
Hence we may learn the Opinion of the An- 


_ tients concerning the Dew. Says Tzetzes, a Cloud 


contracted from humid Vapours extenuates into 
Wind: if the Vapours are thin deſcend in 
Dew; but if thick they condenſe, fall in Rain. 

I ſhall recommend to thoſe who would inform 
themſel ves better in the Nature of theſe Bodys, 


| and how they ad on each other, Dr. Woob- 


wakD's Natural Hiſtory of the Earth, in the 


third Part of which theſe SubjeQs are judiciouſly 


treated of, 


16, 
be flinted now. 


The Reaſon the Scholiaſt gives for ſtinting the 
Provender of the Oxen, at this Time, is becauſc 
the Days arc at the ſhonteſt ; therefore they arc not 
kept 19 much to Labour as in fome other Parts of 
tie Year, but they fleep moſt of their Time way 

4116 


imagine the Shoes compleated the Dreſs. Le Clerc, 
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and therefore are recruited by Reſt. The Caſe is 
not the ſame with the Husbandmen ; their Labour 


| is not leflened, and they require the more Food, 


the more rigorous the Weather. 


17. 
250 When, from the Tropic of the Winter's Sun, 


Thrice twenty —_— and Nights their Cour ſe 
have run, &c 


The ſeting 
Oftober, to the ninth of December, The winter 
Solſtice continues an hundred Days after; and, 
according to the Poet, Arcturus riſes ſixty Days 
after the winter Solſtice, The Uſe of pruning 
the Vines, at this Time, muſt be to cut off the 
Leaves which ſhade the _ from the Sun, 


18, 


255 Till with Complaints the $ * breaks the 
Day. 


The Poct calls it Has f ane od wr, alluding, to 


the Story of Progne, and Philomela, the Daugh- 
ters of Pandion King of Athens; the — of 


which was marrycd to Tereu, King of Thrace, 
who was in Love with her Sifter Progne, whom 
he debauched, and afterwards cut out her Tongue, 
She was turned into a Swallow, The Story is told 


ut large by Ovid, in his Metamorphoſes, Book 6, 
| b ig. When 


of the Pleiades is from the eighth of 
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19. 
be” When with their Domes the flow pac d Snails 
retreat, Kc. 


The Greek Word, which I have tranſlated Snails, 
is geprongs, Which literally ſignifys any Animal that 
carrys its Houſe about with it. The Poet here fays | 
it is Time to begin the Harveſt, when the Ground t 
is ſo exceſſive hot that the Snail, or gepecings, can- | 
not bear it, 


20, 
269 The Graſihopper all Day continual ſings. 


It is remarkable that Virgil, and other Latin 
Poets, generally uſe the Epithet rauce to Cic ada, 


whereas the Greeks deſcribe the TirhZ as a mu- 


ſical — — The en T9 Gipnes adi. 
Theoe, Idyl. 1 


Tou ſing — than 4 Graſibopper 


Ma or, Torld, 
"On due ie, wr dupa, 
Oi e moan, 
Bangs laws, Aud. 


Graſi- 


ls 


1 
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Graſzhopper, we hail thee bleſi d, 
In thy lofty ſhady Neſt, 
Happy, merry, as a King, 
Siping Dew, you ſip and ſing. ” 
We have a fuller Deſcription of this Creature in 
the Shield of HERCULES: 
The Seaſon when the Graſchopper begun 
To welcome with his Song the ſummer Sun; 
With his black Wings he flys the melting Day 


Beneath the Shade, his Seat a verdant Spray; 


He early with the Morn exerts his Voice, 
Him Mortals hear, and as they hear rejoice; 
All Day they hear him from his cool Retreat ; 
The tender Dew his Drink, the Dew his Meat. 


I muſt here take Notice that the Graſhopper, 
in the Original, is wggm t, 
* The Greek Poets, agreeing thus in their 


199 


Deſeription of this Creature, giue me Reaſon to 


believe the common Tran ſlat ion of this Word in- 


fo Cicada is falſe, Henry Stephens, and others, 


give us an Account of the Cicada, and Acheta, 
the latter of which ſay they, is the Singer, - 


The 
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The 


Collection. this Crea- 
ture, by Mr. Theobald. The wil, or malc 
„ has ſuch Propertys aſcribed 


to it, by the Antients, as ought to leave us greatly 
in Doubt whether it could be the fame Animal 
which we now call by that Name. I will ſubjoin 
what I have met with in Authors concerning it, 
and think the Contents of ſuch Extracts may ſtand 
for Reaſons. Heſiod, Anacreon, Theocritus, A. 
riſtophanes, &c. all concur to celebrate the Sweet- 
neſs - Ava its 3 and the old Scholiaſt upon A. 
— 2 gum acquaints us that the A. 
— of the 1 Times, - wore golden 

ralshoppers i in their Hair; becauſe being a mu- 
fical Animal, it was ſacred to , Who was 
| one of their tutelar Deitys. I can remember but 

a ſingle Paſſage, that contains any thing in 


is from Simonides, as quoted by Mhbenens, Ta, 
@jut 2 Lib, x5, C. 8. Caſaulon renders 
it, rade Modorum neſtie, and tells us 
chat the e here fland for bed Poets or dad 
Singers, The utmoſt Talent, I think, of our 
Gralshoppers now known, is en acute, but not 
over grateful, Chirping, 


Milian, in particular, De Animal, inſtances, 
among the Preferences that Nature gives to the 
male Sex in Animals, te ſinging of the male 
Graſchoppers and, in another Place, he ſeems 
* rank them with Birds; for all ether Binde that 
| arc 


Derogation of the Melody of the Tilt, and that 
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are vocal, ſays he, expreſs their Sound, like Man, 
with the Mouth; but the Tone of the il is 
by the Verberation of a little Membrane about the 
Loins. | 


Ariſtotle does not give us much Light upon 
the Queſtion : he ſays, el Cons, Lib. 5, there 
are two Sorts of »irlg4, a larger, and a ſmaller, 
Sort; that the large and vocal ies were called 
«294m, but the ſmall -rrlgone; and ſubjoins, that 
no wr are to be found, where no rees are; 
a Point that will preſently fall under Conſide- 


big — old for Food: that 

there was likewi hopper, if we are to 
call it ſo, of the Bigneſs of a ſmall Crab, or Cray- 
hſh, which made ſome Noiſe when ever it was 
taken. Ib, 13, Theſe, indeed, were ſeldom made 
Uſe of for Food, by Reaſon of a ſingular Super- 

frition : for the Serephians payed them ſuch un- 
common Homage, as to bury, and weep ove”, any 
of them which dyed, becauſe they efteemed them 
ſacred to Perſeus the Bon of 8 But there 
is another Circumſtance, afſerred by a Number 
in which the h, differed from 
; and that is, of thei: firing and 
Frees, bt is evident, ſays Enftathing, 
A 5 ad 


of Authors, 
_our Gr 
hoping in 
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ad Iliad. 3, that the n ſing aloft; for a great 
Part of their come from the Branches of 


Trees, and not from the Ground. This neceſſa- 


rily brings me to remember, ſays he, that ſym- 
bolical Threatning. which a certain Prince ſent to 
his Enemys, that he would make their why ſing 
on the Ground; meaning, that he would cut down 
their Trees, and lay their Country waſte : Ari 
Pymogaxts, and Demetrius mg ipprrecs, 
both record this Expreſſion, but aſcribe it to dif- 
terent Perſons: and that may be the Reaſon Eu- 
ftathius names no particular Perſon for it. Nor 
did theſe ys fing only upon Shrubs and Buſhes, 
but on the Tops of the moſt lofty Trees. Ar- 
chias, in his Epigram, vid. Anthol. Gree. men- 
tions the TI liting upon the green Boughs of 


the flouriſhing P ; and Leonidas, in ano- 


ther which immediately follows, gives an Epithet 


alluding to its neſting in the Oak, Iv, 
m7 I, 


And laſtly, another Circumſtance, in which the 


h alſo differed from our Graſshoppers, is, 


hung 


© 
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a Change, that Nature only could account for. He 


ſiubjoins to this, that as Nhegium and Locri are ſe- 


ed by a ſmall River, tho the Diſtance from 
k to Bank was not, at moſt, above an Acre's 

Breadth, theſe arlgss never fly over [ & H 
to the oppoſite Bank. Panſantas, (Hou 5 
(who gives us the Name of this River, Caecimus,) 
a different Turn upon the Story of theſe me- 
morable #7945; that thoſe on the Side of Locr. 
were as ſhrill as any whatever; but that none of 


thoſe within the Territorys of Rhegium were ever 


vocal. So much for Graſshoppers; I thought what 
is mentioned by our Poet, concerning the Sweet- 
nels of their Voice, and their perching on Trees, 
might make this Note neceſſary, 


21. 


284 Byblian Wine, 


The Scholiaſt tells us this Wine took its Name 


from a Country in Thrace abounding with finc 
Wines. Armenidas is of the ſame Opinion; and 
Epicharmus \ays it is fo called from the Byblian 
Hills. This is mentioned in the Catalogue of 
Wines which Philinus gives us; vis, the Les- 
bien, Chian, Thaſian, Byblian, and Mendean, 
Theocritus, in his fourteenth Idyilium, calls it rhe 
fine flavoured Byblian, Le Cleve, 


A4 2 22, Three 
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22. 
{Bs Three parts of Water, let the Bowl go round. © 


The Greeks never accuſtomed themſelves to 
drink their Wine unmixed. When Uher parted 
from Calypſo, Hou EA tells us, he took with 
him one Veſſel of Wine, and another large one 
of Water. MENANDER ſays; Tess Udems 
vie , toe prov. three of Mater; and but one of 
Wine. Baxness Hout. In the fourth Book 
of the Iliad we find Agamemnon complimenting 
Idomenevs in this Manner. 


Tho all the refl with flated Rules we bound, 


Boox II. Wok ks and Dars. 
24. 


302 Orion, and the Dog, each other nigh, &c. 


As the Buſyneſs of Agriculture is to be — 


from the riſing and ſeting of the Pleiades ; 

of the Vintage is from. the A — 
turus; when it appears in the — few 
are to be „and when in the Morning the 
Grapes are to be gathered. This, according to the 
Scholiaſt, is ſome Time after the ninth of Augu/ff. 


25. 


312 Next in the Round, Nc. 


Here the Poet ends the Labours of the Year, fo 
far as relates to the Harveſt and the Vi con- 


cluding with his firſt Inſtruction founded on the 
| Story of Orion, 


ſeting of the Pleiades, For the 
who was changed into « Conſtellation, and the 


Pleiades, look on the Note to the firſt Line of 
this Book, 


26, 
316 If ver your Mind prevails the Love of Gain, 


The Directions for the Management of the Vel.- 
222220 them round 
W 


* 
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* to di 


NOTES ts the 


Keel, Sc. and the particular Inſtructions for the 
Voyage, ſhew their Ships not to have been very 
nor their Commerce very extenſive. The 
largeſt Man of War, mentioned by Homer, in the 
Greecean Fleet carryed but one hundred and 
twenty Men. 


27. 
So our poor Father, Kc. 
See the Life. 
2 8, 
OEolian Cuma. 


The OEovlian Iles took their Name from O Eolus 
their King, who was a great Mathematician, for 
his Time, and killed in marine Aﬀeire ; for which 
he was afterwards called God of the Winds, 2 
It is not unlikely that Hleſd uſed this Epi 
ſtinguiſh this City where his - 
lived, from Came in Italy, famous for the Birth 


of the Sybil of that Name, | 


29. 


Aſcra / Filly 


Aera is mountainous and windy ; 
Snow, at is an ths Blondes, ellen 
overflows the Country. Teta. 


where the 
3 


30. Once 


es. » 
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356 Once I have croſs'd the Deep, and not before, 


Nor ſince, Kc 


When we conſider this poſitive Declaration of 
his Travels, which ſeems, as I obſerved before - 
if he deſigned to prevent Miſtakes, and that 
otia and Eubea are both Iſlands, ve cannot in the 
leaſt diſpute his being a Beet ian born. 


31. 


365 A well ear'd Tripod 


The Honour here paycd to Poetry is very great; 


for we find the Tripod the Reward only of great 
and conſiderable Actions, Agamemnon, in the 
eighth Rook of the 7/iad, ſeeing the gallant and 
wonderful Exploits of Teucer. omiſes, if they 


take Troy, to give him a Tripod, e the Meed of 


his Valour : and, among other Things, the Tri- 
pod is offered to Achilles, to regain his Friend» 
ſhip, when he had left the Field, “ Panſaniars, 
Book 5, gives us an Account of the funeral 
Games in Honour to Pelias, vis. the Chariot» 
race, the quoiting the Diſcus, the boxing with 
the Carſtus, Ac. where Jaſon, Pelcus, 
Heros 
each had 4 Tripod for bis Reward. * Tripods 


were 


| Other 
of the Age, contended, and the Viftor in 


7 
0 
8 ; 
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were for various Uſes; ſome were conſecrated to 
the Service of Rel 
as Tables; and 
ſu 
Sides. Sce in the Theogony; and the View 

the Works and Days. 8 * 


32. 
When, from the Tropic of the Summer's Sun, & 
See. Notes to Verſe 129, and 240. 


33- 


Neptune that ſhakes the Earth, Kc. 


Neptune is called Earth-ſhaker, becauſe Water, 
according to the Opinion of the Antients, is the 
Cauſe of uakes, Tzetz, Here the Names 
of Jupiter, and Neptune, can be uſcd with no 
other but a phyſical Mcaning, that is, for the Air, 
and the Seca; ſo the End of Mariners are juſtly 
ſayed to be in the Hands of Jupiter and Neptune. 


as Ornaments; they were 


34- 
When you have number'd thrice ten Tears, &c. 
The Reaſon the Spartan Lawgiver gave for ad- 


viling Men not to marry till fuch an 


becauſe the Children ſhould be ſtrong and vigour- 


=_ ſome uſed as Seats; ſome 
pported on three Feet, with Handles to their 


47 


_ ns -"--" r 


x IL Works and Dars. 

Heſiod's Advice, both for the Age of the 
and the Woman, ſeems to be reaſonably 
grounded. A Man at thirty is certainly as ſtrong 
in his Underſtanding as ever he can be; fo far at 
leaſt as will ſerve him to conduct his Family- 


affairs, A Maid of fifteen comes freſh from the 
Care of her Parents, without any Tincture of the 
Temper of another Man; a ent Husband, 
therefore, may form her Mind according to his 
own. For this Reaſon he would have her a Vir- 
gin, knowing likewiſe that the Impreſſion a Wo- 
man receives from a firſt Love is not caſyly craſed. 
How properly theſe InſtruQtions, together with the 
religious Precepts following, are a Part of the 
Work, I have conſidered in the View of this Poem. 


5 
474 When the Libation of black Wine you bring, 
With Hands wnclean, Kc, 


Boo 


ous. 
Man 


Heftor uſes almoſt the fame Words in which 
this Precept is layed down ; 


Koper # ae a de ain ee 
Aba, II. 4. 


Jan afraid to powr the Libation black Wine 
% Jovs With wwaſhed Hands, 7 


Bb | quoi 
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2 held Acred in the Time of the Tro 
according to Homer, as in the Days of 


in the Original. 


NOTES to the 


1 as I have other Paſſ; 
iew, only to ſhew that the 


with the 
Cuſtom 
Heb Wars, 


36. 


Let not thoſe Parts which ought to be conceal'd 


Be to the Sun, in any Af, reveal d. 


This, and ſome of the following Precepts, are 
delivered in ſuch inchaſt Words, and the Subjea 


is ſo much beneath the Dignity of Poetry, that 
it is difficult to tranſlate them, and 
literal Senſe of the Original. I have took more Li- 


the 


berty in theſe two Lines than in any other thro the 
Poem: nevertheleſs I am ſure I have preſerved the 
Meaning of the Poet entire; for in this Tranſlation 

is contained, in general, thoſe Particulars in * 
"This inchaſtity of Expreſſ 
Caſes of this Nature, is not ſo much to be 1 
buted to the Author as a Fault, as to the Cuſtoms 
and Manners of the Times in which he lived, In- 
ſtances of the like are frequent in Homer, and the 
old Teſlament, Some of the Commentators, and 
Tat aeg among the reſt, would perſuade us, that 
the Poct had a ſecret in cach of theſe 
Precepts, and they are not to be took literally, 


but as ſo many Allegorys. In Anſwer to them, 


we may as well imagine all the Talmud, and e- 
vitical Laws, to be the ſame, 


37 Nw 
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37. 
486 Nor ſeek to rafle ber Beauty: when you part 
From a ſad Funeral. 


This doubtleſs is a Part of the Superſtition of 
Age, tho the Scholiaſt would give us a phy- 
_ for Abſtinence at that Time; which 


96. 


524 Sacred the Fountains, and the * eftcem, Kc 


Theſe Verſes are rejected by Plutarch, whoſe 
Authority Proclus makes Uſe of, as not of our 
Poet. Le Clere from Guietus. 


18 Fame is an I. 


_ Virgil, in his Deſeri 
leſs an Eye on this © 


ion of Fame, had doubt- 
He ſiod. 


The End of the Notes e the ſecond BOOK. 
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WORKS and DAYS 
BOOK IL 
The ARGUMENT. 


THE Poet here diſtinguiſhes holy Days from 
eber; and what are propitions, and what 
ner, for different Works; and concludes with 4 
Herr Recommendation of Religion and Morality, 


WORKS and DAYS. 


BOOK III 


7 OUR Servants to « juſt Obſervance train 
. Days, as Heav'n and human Rites ordain; 
Great Jove, with Wiſdom, o'er the Year preſides, 
Direfts the Seaſons, and the Moments guides. = 
Of ev'ry Month, the moſt propitious Day, 
| The chinyth chooſe, your Labours ©o ſurvey; 
And the due Wages to your Servants pay. 


; 


The 
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The firſt of ev'ry Moon we ſacred deem, 
Alike the fourth throughout the Year eſteem; | 
And in the ſeventh Apollo we adore, 
In which the golden God Latons bore; 
Two Days ſucceeding theſe extend your Cares, 
Uninterrupted, in your own Affairs; 
Nor in the next two Days, but one, delay 
15 The Work in Hand, the Bus'nefs of the Day, 
Of which th' eleventh we propitious hold 
To reap the Corn, the twelfth to ſheer the Fold ; 
And then behold, with her induſtrious Train, 
The Ant, wiſe Reprle, gather in the Grain; 
20 Then you may fee, ſuſpended in the Air, 
Tu careful Spider his Domain prepare, | 


Boox III. Wor xs aud Dar. #17 
And while the Artiſt ſpins the Cobweb Dome 
The Matron chearful plys the Loom at Home. 


Forget not in the thirteenth to refrain 

From ſowing, leſt your Work ſhould prove in vain; 25 

| Tho then the Grain may find a barren Soil, 

The Day is grateful to the Planter's Toil : 

| Not & the ſixteenth to the Planter's Care; 

A Day anducky 6s the new born Fair, 

Alike unhappy to the marry'd hen; 30 

& Dey propitious to the Birth of Men 

The fixth che fame beth to the Man and Maid 

Then ſeeret Vows are wade and Nymphe betray'd ; 

Thc Fair by ſoothing Monde arc Captives led; 

The Gaflip's Talc is told, Detuaction ſpread ; 35 
ce 5 The 


= 
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The Kid to caſtrate, and the Ram, we hold 
Propitious now; alike to pen the Feld 

Geld in the eighth, the Goat, and lowing Stcer; 
Nor in the twelfth, to geld the Mule-colt fear. 


| The Offipring Male born in the twenty'th prize, 


'Tis a great Day, he ſhall be early wiſe. 


Happy the Man-child in the tenth Day born; 
Happy the Virgin in the fourteenth Morn ; 
Then train the Mule obedicnt to your Hand, 
And teach the tharling Cur his Lord's Command; 
Then make the bleating Flocks their Maſter know, 
And bend the horned Oxen to the Plow. 
What in the twenty- fourth you do beware ; 
| And the fourth Day requires an equal Care; 
_ 
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Then, then, be circumſpect in all your Ways, 50 


Woes, complicated Woes, attend the Days. 
When, reſolute to change a ſingle Life, 
You wed, on the fourth Day lead home your Wiſe; 

But firſt obſerve the feather'd Race that fly, 
Remarking well the happy Augury. = 55 


The fifths of ey'ry Month your Care require, 


Days full of Trouble, and Aſflictions dire ; 
For then the Furys take their Round, tis ſay d, 


3 


And heap their Vengeance on the perjur d Head. 


In the ſev'nteenth prepare the level Floor, 60 


And then of Ceres threſh the ſacred Store; 

In the fame Day, and when the Timber's good, 

Fell, for the Bedpoſt, aud the Ship, the Wood. 
C 8 — The 
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The Veſſel, ſuff Firig by the Sen and Air, 
Survey an o'er, and in the fourth repair, 
In the nineteenth dis better to delay, 
Till Afternoon, the Bus heſs of the Day. 
been i te nach par 


| The Work in Hand, « Day propitious tho; 
Themſelves the Planters proſp'rous then employ ; 


To either Sex, in Birth, a Day of Joy, 

The ewentyninth is beſt, obſerve the Rule, 
Known but to few, to yoke the Ox and Mule; 
"Tis proper then to yoke the fiying Steed ; 
But few, alas! theſe wholeſome Truths can read ; 
Then you may fill the Cask, nor fill in vain; 
Then draw the ſwift Ship to the ſable Main, 


* 
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To pierce the Cask till the fourtcenth delay, 
Of all moſt ſacred next the twenty th Day; 


Aſter the twenty'th Day few of the reſt 80 
We ſacred deem, of that the Morn is beſt. 

Theſe are the Days of which th' Obſervance car 
Bring great Advantage to the Race of Man; 
The reſt unnem'd indiff'rent paſs away, 
And Nought important marks the vulgar Day : 87 
Some one commend, and ſome another praiſe, 
But moſt by Oed for fow are wiſe in Days: 
One cruel as « Stepmother we find, 
And one as an indulgent Mother kind. 

O! happy Moral, happy he, and bleſs'd, 70 
Whoſe Wiſdom here is by his Adds confe'd ; 

Who 


| * 
** | 
* 5 * . 
- — 
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Who lives all blameleſs to immortal Eyes, 
Who prudently conſults the Augurys, 


Nor by Tranſgreſſion, works his Neighbour Pain, 


95 Nor ever gives him Reaſon to complain. 


The End of the third BOOK. 
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ly on the Super- 
hich they were wrote, 
an Almanack in Verſe ; 
Poetry, Our Author, 
I chink, 
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I think, has jumbled his Days too at. to- 
aner which Confuſion Valin, in his Fraſlation, 


prevented, by ranging the Days in Suc- 


Proper 
ceſſion; a Liberty I wes fearful to take. as a Tran. 
 Nator, becauſe almoſt every 


Line muſt = been 
tranſpo fed from =. 4 Diſpoſ 
therefore, at the End of the * — | Table 
of Days, in their ſucceſſive Order. 


2. 
Tour Servants to a juſt Obſervance train 
Of Days. 


That is, teach them how to diſtinguiſh lucky Days 
from other. It was cuſtomary, among the Romans, 


to hang up Tables wherein the fortunate and unfor- 


_ Days were marked, as appears from Petro- 
ning, Chap. 30. Le Clere. 


3 


Great Jove, with Wiſdom, 0 er the Tear prefider. 


Jov may be foyod to over the Year na- 
tufally from the Motion of the celeſtial Bodys in 
the Heavens; or rel - 
niſtration. It may not be improper here to ve 
that our Port, in his Theogony, makes the Hours 


- a but of them more in their 
it 
898— | 


tion: +I have 


ouſly from his divine Admi- 


> +» a 4 e =. 6. a et bot 4 wes 


3 — 


fell Corn. Amos Chap. 8, Ver. 6; but Le 
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Tzetzes cadceronc to account for Apollo being, 
born in the ſeventh Day by Arguments from Na- 
turc, making him the with the Sun ; which 
Error Valle has run into in his Tranſlation. The 
Miſtake is very plain if we have Recourſe to the 
se where the Poct makes Latona bring 
forth Apollo, and Artemis or Diana, to Jove ; 
and in the fame Poem makes the Jun and "Moon 
| any, hom Thia and Hyperion, His1oD there- 
meant it no hw than the Birthday of one 

of their imaginary Gods, He tells us alſo the firſt, 
fourth, and twentycth, of every Month are holy 
Days; but he gives us no Reaſon for their being ſo. 
If a Conjecture may be allowed, I think it not un- 


likely but the firſt may be the Feaſt of the new 


Moon; which Dey was always held ſacred by the 
Jews; in which the People ceaſed from Buſyncſs, 
hen will the new Moon be gone, that we may 


lere will not allow ige, Fugp here to be a Feſti. 
val: yet the ſame Critic cells us, from Dronyſins 
Petevins, the Orientals, as well as the moſt an- 
tient Greeks, went by the lunar Month, which they 
cloted with "the thintyeth Day. 


9 2 f, — be 
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— behold with her induſtrious Train, 
The Ant, wiſe Reptile, gather in the Grain. 


The Poet here makes the Ant, and the Spider, 
ſenſible of the Days; and indeed T zetzes is — 
2 that the Ant is a Creature capable of 

from a Senſe of the Winds, and the 
—— of the Moon ; he likewiſe tells us, from 


Pliny, the Ants employ themſelves all the Time 


of the Full of the Moon, and ceaſe at the Change. 
6. 


renth to refrain 


Forget not in the thirteent 
From ſowing. 
Melanfihon and Friſius tell us it is 


ſow at this Time of the lunar Month, becau of 
the exceſſive Moiſture, which is hurtful to the 


Con- ccd, and advantagious to Plants juſt planted. 


7. 
Obſerve the feather'd Race that fly. 
I tranſlate it, the feather'd Race that fy, to 


4 what Kind of ny the Poet uuns. 
Tes. 
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Tzetzes tells us, two Crows the Halcyon or King- 
fiſher, the dark coloured Hern, a ſingle Turtle, 
and a Swallow, Sc. are inauſpicious; the Peacock, 
and ſuch Birds as do no Miſchief, auſpicious, I 
ſuppoſe he does not place the Turtle as one of the 


miſchievous Kind, but would have the — 


be in ſeeing but one. 


60 In the ſev'nteenth prepare the level Floor, 


And then of Ceres threſh the ſacred Store. 


He adviſes to threſh the Corn at the Time of the 
Pull of the Moon, becauſe the Air is dryer than at 
other Times; and the Corn thut is ſacked, or put 

in Veſſels, while dry, will keep the longer, but 
if the f the Grain is moiſt it will ſoon grow mouldy and 


In the 
proper Month to fell Wood in, and in this the pro- 


per Day of the Month, Atelanttbon and Friſus. 


9. Who 


preceding Book the Poct tells us the 
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9. 
Who lives all blameleſ+ to immortal Eyes. 


91 


It is worth that the Poet begins and 
ends his Poem with Piety towards the Gods; the 
only Way to make ourſelves acceptable to _ 
ſays he, is by adhering to Religion, and, to uſe 
the Phraſe of Scripture, by — Evil. 


0 B. 


Book IH. Works and Dars. 


I0. 
OBSERVATIONS 


On the antient 


G REE Month 


derſtanding the following Table, to ſet in a 
clear Light the antient Greet Month, as we 
may reaſonably conclude it ſtood in the Days of 


Hefod, confining ourſelves to the laſt Buok of his 
Works and Days, 


The Poet makes the Month contain thirty Days, 
which thiny Days he divides into three Parts ; the 
firſt he calls i, Or leaf, war's, in thy genirive 
Caſe, becauſe of fome other Word which is com- 


monly 


Belicye it will be neceſſary, for the better une. 
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the Poet uſes them; 
Decade, or firſt ten Days. 


from the laſt 


NOTES to the 


monly joined requiring it to be of that Caſe; the 


Root of which, wy or 2 => 1 7 
J et up, I ſettle, Kc. _—_— 

in the Words! — A en ſe, 
the rr in which Senſe 
which Entrance is the firſt 
The ſecond he calls 
, Which is from pow, I am in the midſt, 
meaning the middle Decade of the Month. The 
third Part he = gbr from ph, which is 
from ie, or J waſte away, meaning the 
Decline, or la 83 of the Month. 
theſe Words are uſeu ** nominative Caſe. 


Before I leave theſe Remarks I ſhall ſhew the 
Manner of r eſſion, of one Day, in each Decade, 
of our Poet, which will give 


a clear Idea of all. 


-u ee e. 
Ver. 18 
The widdle ſixth is unprofitable to Plants. 
That is the ſixth Day of the middle Decade. 
nudes g Sp 
Tema d eie & ion 


Sometimes 


SS og =, =», Fr wy ky © 


Ver, 33. 
Keep 


Fu, + ,._ 1— 


le, 


ee 
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Boox III. Wor xs and Dars. 


Keep in your Mind to ſhun the fourth of the 
Entrance, and End, of the Month. That is the 
fourth of the Entrance, or firſt Decade, and the 
fourth of the End, or laſt Decade. 


It is proper 


to obſerve that thoſe Days which 


Days, Days of no Im either good or bad. 
It is likewiſe remarkable, that he makes ſome 
Days both holy Days and working Days; as the 
fourth, fourteenth, and twentycth : but, to clear 
this, Le Clerc tells us, from our — - 


man Jelden, that icegs dug, tho literall as . 
Day, does not always ſignify a Feſtival, but 2 


— ꝗ— our Undertaking. 


are Blanks, are, by our Poet, called indifferent 
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Of the antient 
'G REEK Month, 
As in the laſt Book of the 
Works and Days of Heſiod. 


DECADE L 
ap & Bans G Holy Day. 


: 


4 Hol Propitious for Marriage ; and 
le Sug A Day of Trouble 
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5. In which the Furys take their Round. 


6. Unha IN for the Birth of Women. Propi- 
tious for the Birth of Men; for gelding the 
Kid, and the Ram; and for pening the 
Sheep. 

7. The Birthday of Apollo. A holy Day. 
4 Geld the Goat, and the Steer. 
9. Propitious quite thro. Happy for the Birth 
of both Sexes. A Day to plant in. 
to. Propitious to the Birth of Men. 


DECADE II. 


1. Day of Decade II. or 11th of the Month. 
To reap. 

+. For Women to ply the Loom for the Men 
to ſheer the Sheep, and geld the Mule. 
3. A Day to plant in, and not to ſow. 

4. Propitious for the Birth of Women. Break 
the Mule, and the Ox, Teach your Dog, 


and your Sheep, to know you. Pierce the 
Cask, A holy Day. 


4 A Day unlucky for the Marriage, and Birth, 
_ of Women, Propitious for the Birth of 
Men; and to plant, 

7. Threſh the Corn, and fell the Wood, 

8, 


_— 9. Luckyeſt 
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9. Luckyeſt in the Aſternoon. 
10, Happy for the Birth of Men. Moſt pro- 
pitious in the Morning, A holy Day. 


DECADE IL 
1. Day of Decade III. or 21 of the Month. 
2D 
+. 
4 
E 
4 
7. 


8. 


Fill the Veſſels. 
10. Look over the 
Month ; and pay 


— — 


Thoſe Days which are called holy Days in the 
Table, are, is the Original, uejs 


OF THE 
WORKS and DAYS. 
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Selk. 1. 


Nele fi I have ſhewed in 


Book, 


more than once expreſied his Admiration for the 


Days with the Latin Georgic : nor is the Enco- 
mium payed by Ovid, to our Poet, to be paſſed 


A VIEW of the 


in their Commendations cf it are many; the great- 
eſt of the Roman Writers in Proſe, Cicero, has 


Syſtem of Morality contained in it ; and the De- 
ference the greateſt Latin Poet has payed to it 
I ſhall ſhew in my Compariſon of the Works and 


over, 
Vivet & Aſerœus, dum Muſtis Vva tumebit ; 
Dum cadet incurvd Falce reſecha Ceres. 


While ſwelling Cluſters ſhall the Vintage ſtain, 
And Ceres with rich Crops ſhall bleſs the Plain, 


'Th'Aſerees Bard ſhall in his Verſe remain. 


Eleg. 15, Book I, 


The Reaſon wh 
my Notes: f 


y our Poet addreſſes to Perſes 
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that Poct. His Syſtem of Morality is calculated 
ſo ly for the Good of Society, that there 
is ſcarcely any Precept omited that could be pro- 


perly thought of on that Occaſion. There is not 


one of the ten Commandments of AMaſes, which 
relates to our moral Duty to cach other, that is 


not ſtrongly recommended by our Poet; nor is it 


enough, he thinks, to he obſervant of what the 
Civil Government would oblige you to, but, to 
ve yourſelf a good Man, you muſt have ſuch 
irtues as no human Laws require of you; as 
thoſe of Temperance, Generoſity, Ge. theſe Rules 
are layed down in a moſt proper Manner to cap- 
ti vate the Reader; here the Beautys of Poctry and 
the Force of Reaſon combine to make him in Love 
with Morality. The Poet tells us what Effect we 
are reaſonably to expect from ſuch Virtues and 
Viccs as he mentions; which Dod@rines ate not 
always to be took in a poſitive Senſe; if we 
ſhould ſay a Continuance of Intemperance in 
drinking, and in our Commerce with Women, 
would carry us carly to the Grave, it is morally 
true, according to the natural! Courte of Things; 
but a Man of a fhong and uncommon Conflicu- 
tion may wanton thro an Age of Please, and 16 
be an Acception to this Rule, yet not contradit 
the moral Truth of it, Archbiſhop 7 un has 
judiciouſly told us in wiat 8 ne we are 10 take 
all Doftrines of Morality; 4 RIS V/OT/ , lays 
that great Mn, abſerved long fue, hat mo- 
ral and proverbial Sayings are wnaerſiood to be 


Hit 
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Seck. 2. 
CY k. 
- Book, 


A VIEW of tte 


true ally, and fer the moſt Part; and that 
it all the Truth is to be expected in them; as 
when SOLOMON fays. train wp a Child in 
the Way wherein be ſhall go, and when he i; 
old he will not depart from it. This is not to 
be taken, as if no Child that is piouſſy educated 


Education of 
good Men, 


The ſecond Book, which comes next under our 
View, will appear with more Dignity when we 
conſider in what Eſteem the Art of Agriculture 
was held in thoſe Days in which it was wrote: the 
Georgic did not then concern the ordinary and 


en it the beſt Way to make 


midling Sort of People only, but our Poct wrote 


for the Inſtruction of Princes likewiſe, who thought 
it no Diſgrace to till the Ground they perha 
had conquered, Homer makes Laertes not only 
plant but dung his own Lands; the beſt Em- 

loyment he could find for his Health, and Con- 
ſolation, in the Abſence of his Son, The latter 


Part of this Book, together with all the third, tho 


too mean Poetry, are not unjuſtyfyable in our 
Author, Had he made t religious and ſu- 
itious Precepts one entire Subject of Verſe it 
would have been a ridiculous Fancy, but, as they 
arc only a Pan, and the ſmalleſt Part, of a regulas 
Poem, they are introduced with a laudable Intent. 
Aﬀer the Poet had layed down proper Rules for 
Morality, Husbandry, Navigation, and the Vin- 

tage, 


did ever r but that the good 
Chi 
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tage, he knew Religion towards the Gods, and a 
due Obſervance what was held ſacred in his 
Age, were yet wanted to compleat the Work: 
Theſe were 


— he was ſenſible, incapable 
of the Embelli ts of Poetry; but as they 
were neceſſary to his Purpoſe he would not omit 
them. Poetry was not then deſigned as the empty 
Amuſement only of an idle Hour, conſiſting of 
wanton Thoughts, or long and tedious Deſcrip- 
tions of Nothing, but, by the Force of Harmony 
and good Senſe, to purge the Mind of its Dregs, 
to give it a great and virtuous Turn of think- 
ing: in ſhort, Verſe was then but the Lure to 
what was uſeful; which indeed has been, and ever 
will be, the End purſucd by all good Pocts: with 
this View Heſiad ſeems to have wrote, and muſt 
be allowed, by all true Judges, to have wonder- 
fully ſucceeded in the Age in which he roſe. 


This Advantage more ariſes to us from the 
Writings of ſo old an Author; we are pleaſed 
with thoſe Monuments of Antiquity, ſuch Parts of 
the antient Greerian Hiſtory, as we find in them. 


I ſhall now endeavour to ſhew how far Virgil Sec. 4. 


may properly be ſaycd to imitatc our Poet, in 
his Georgie; and to point 
ſages in which he has cither paraphraſed, or 


is plain he was 8 fincere Admirer of our Poa, 
eb s 1 ae 


Wakes 


out ſome of thoſe Paſ- erle- 
„ 64 
terally tranſlated, from the Works and Days, It J. 
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And ſhew'd the Scaſons of the ſliding Year? 
Dryden. 


A VIEW of the 


makes honourable Mention, and where it could be 


only to expreſs the Vencration he bore to the 


Author. The firſt is in his third Paſtoral. 


In Medio duo Signa, Conon; & quis fuit alter, 
Deſeripſit, Radio, totum qui Gentibus Orbem ? 
Tempora que Meſfor, que curvnus Arator, haberet ? 
Two Figures on the Sides emboſs'd appear, 

Conon ; and what's his Name who made the Sphere, 


Notwithſtanding the Commentators have all diſ- 


puted whom this Interrogation ſhould mean, I am 


convinced, that /irgit had none but Heſtod in his 
Eye, In the next Paſſage I propoſed to quote, 
— greateſt Honour that was ever payed by one 
Poet to another is paycd to our, Virgil, in his 
ſixth Paſtoral, makes Silenus, among other Things, 
relate how Gallus was conducted 
Helicon, where Apollo and all the Muſes aroſe to 


wellcome him; and Linus, approaching him, ad- 


dreſſed him in this Manner: 
— hos tibi dant Calamos, en, accipe, Muſe, 


Aſcrœo ques ant? Seni; guibus ille ſolebat 


Cantando rigidas deducere Montibus Ornos, 


Receive 
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by a Muſc to 
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Receive this Preſent by the Muſ.s made, 
The Pipe on which th'{/erean Paſtor play'd; 
With which, of old, he charm'd the ſavage Trains 


And cail'd the Mountain Aſhes to the Plain. 


Dryden. 


The greateſt Compliment Virgil thought he 
could pay his Friend and Patron, Gallus, was, 
after all that pompous Introduction to the Choir 
of Apollo, to make the Muſes preſent him, from 
the Hands of Linus, with the 1 ipe, or Cala noc, 


Aſereo quos ante Seni, which they had formerly. 


preſented to Heſtod; which Part of the Compli- 
ment to our Poet Dryden has omitted in his 
Tranſlation, 


243 


To return to the Georgie, Virgil can be ſayel = 
to imitatc Heſiod in his firſt and ſecond EBooks 


only; in the firſt is ſcarcely any Thing te- 
lative to the Georgie itlelf the Hint of which is 
not took from the Corts and Days; nay more, 
in ſome Places whole Lines are paraphraſed, and 
ſome literally tranflated, It 1 indeed be ac- 


knowledged, that the Latin Poet has fometimcs 


explained, in his Tranſlation, what was difficult in 
the Greek; as where our Poct gives Directions for 
two Plone 


Fis Aus 
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Aunbyoor ν ue. 
by Aim/{yver he means that which grows natu- 
rally into the Shape of a Plow, and by als 
that made by An. Virgil, in his Advice to have 
two Plows always at Hand, has this Explanation 
of A 
Count inud in Sylvis magnd Vi fers domatur 
In Barim, & curvi Formam acc ipit Uimus Aratri. 
Georg. 1. 
'Young Elms, with carly Force, in Copſes bow, 
-Fit for the Figure of the crooked Plow, 


Thus we find him imi 
the moſt minute Precepts. 
for the making a Plow; 
Even that whict 
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required it is unhealthful, as well as impoſſible, 
to 


go thro with the ſame Quantity of Cloaths as 
in Works of leſs Fatigue. Virgil doubtſeſi faw 
this R or one of equal Force, in this Rule, 
or he would not have tranſlated it. In ſhort, ve 


moſt of Husbandry in the Works 
and Days. I ſhall give but one Inſtance more, 
and that in his ſuperſtitious Obſervance of Days 


Eumenideſque ſate : Kc. 


the fifths be ſure to ſhun, 
That gave the Furys, and pale Pluto, Birth, 
Dryden. 


If the Judgement I have paſſed from the Verſes 
Manilins, and the ſecond Book of the Georgic, 
my — 8 on the Writings of His, 
allowed to have any Force, J irgil hus doubt- 

as much obliged to our Poet in the 
of hs CIR, as in the fuſt ; nor 
imitated him in his Precepts only, but in 


his fineſt Deſcriptions, as in the firſt Book, 
the Eflefts of « Storm ; 


ware 


— , 


mea ſtrict Follower of our Pot in 


243 


cA VIEW of the 


— —— — — g09, maxima, Motu, 


Terra tremit; fugere Fere, Kc. 

and a little lower in the ſame Deſcription : 

Nunc Nemora, ingenti Vento, nunc Litora 
plangunt : 


| which is almoſt literal from Heſiod, on the Pows 
of the Northwind : 


Loud groans the Earth, and all the Foreſts roar. 
I cannot leave this Head, without Injuſtice to the 
Roman Poct, before I take Notice of the Manner 
in which he uſcs that ſuperſtitions Precept [lip- 
Sas d a/ laat, Cc. what in the Greek is lan- 
guid, is by him made brilliant: 
 Enmenideſy, ſatæ tum Partn, Terra, nefando, 
Coumg; Japetumg, creat, ſavumg, Typhewn, 
Et conjuratos Calum reſtindere Fratres ; 
Ter ſunt ronati imponere Pelio Offam 
Sculicet, atg, Offs frondoſum involvere Olympum ; 
Ter Pater exftrutios disjecit Fulmine Montes. 
— 
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the fifths be ſure to ſhun, 
That gave the Furys, and pale Pluto, Birth; 
And arm'd againſt the Skys the Sons of Earth: 


With Mountains pil'd on Mountains thrice they 
ſtrove 


To ſcale the ſteepy Battlements of Jove; 


And thrice his Light'ning, and red Thunder, 
play d, 
And their demoliſh d Works in Ruin lay'd. 


Dryden. 


As I have ſhewed where the Roman has followed 
the Greet, I may be thought partial to my Au- 
thor, if I do not ſhew in what he has excelled 
him: and firſt, he has contributed to the Ce- 
orgic moſt of the Subjects in his two laſt Books; 
as, in the third, the Management of Horſes, Dogs, 


Ge, and, in the fourth, the Management of the 


Bees, His Stile, thro the whole, is more pocti- 
cal, more abounding with Epithets, which arc of- 


ten of themſclves moſt beautyful Mctaphors. His 


Invocation on the Deitys concerned in rural A.- 
fairs, his Addreſs to Aug, his Account of the 
Prodigys before the Death of /i, Caeſar, in 
the firſt Book, his Praiſe of a Country Lite, at 
the End of the ſecond, and the Force of Love 
in Beaſts, in the third, are what were never cacel- 

led, 
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led, and ſome Parts of them never equaled, in any 


c. | 
Allowing all the Beautys in the Georgic, theſe 


two Poems interfere in the Merit of each other 
ſo little, that the Yorks and Days may be read 
with as much Pleaſure as if the Georgic had 
never been wrote, This lcads me into an Exa- 


mination of Part of Mr. Appison's ED on 


the GeoxGic : in which that Writer, 
in ſome Places, feems to ſpeak ſo much at Ven- 
ture, that I am afraid he did not remember 
enough of the two Poems to enter on ſuch a 
Task. Precepts, ſays he, of Mora/ity, beſides 
the natural C tron of our Tem 

makes us averſe to them, are ſo bade fron 


E 
2 => 


Perry. y 
Land of the Juſt 
his Flocks, and 
he brings, in the 
Morality in Verſe, 
for, if our Tem» 
make us 


1 


s, which 
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to them, we ought to try all the Ways we can 
to reconcile them, and Verſe the reſt; in 
which, as I have obſerved before, our Poct has 
wonderfully ſucceeded. . 


The fame Author, ſpeaking of Feſiod, ſays, 
the Precepts he has given us are ſown ſo very 
thick, that they clog the Poem too much. The 
Poet, to prevent this, quite thro his / ort and 
Days, has ſtayed ſo ſhort a While on every 
Head, that it is impoſſible to grow tircſome in 
either; the Diviſion of the Work I have given at 
the Beginning of this View; therefore, ſhall not 
it. Agriculture is but one Subject, in many, 
the Work, and the Reader is there relieved 
with ſeveral rural Deſcriptions, as of the North- 


wind, Autumn, the country Repaſt in the Shades, 


Gr. The Rules for Navigation are diſpatched with 
the utmoſt Brevity, in which the Digreſſion con- 
cerning his Victory at the funcral Games of Am- 
1 is natural, and gives a Grace to the 


I ſhall mention but one Overſight more which 


Mr. Addiſon has made, in his Eſſay, and con- 


clude this Head: when he condemned that Cir- 
cumſtance of the Virgin being at home in the 
winter Scaſon free from the Inclemency of the 


Weather, I believe he had forget that his own 


Author had uſcd almoſt the fame Image, and on 
almoſt the fame Occaſion, tho in other Words 
Gg Nec 
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Nec nocrurna qui 
quidem carpentes Penſa Puelle 


Neſcivere Hyemem ; &c. 
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Vitima Cumœi venit jam Carminis tat. 


This Line, ſay they, has an Alluſion to the golden 
Age of Heſod; Virgil therefore is ſuppol:d to 
ſay, the laſt Age of the Cumaan Poet now ap- 
proaches, By laſt he means the moſt remote from 
his Time; which Fabricius explains by antiqni/- 
ſoma, and quotes an Expreſſion from Cornelius 
Severus in which he uſes the Word in the ſame 
ultima Certamina for antiquiſſima Certa- 
wins, The only Method by which we can add 
any Weight to this Reading is by comparing the 
Eclogue of Virgil with ſome ſimilar Paſſages in 


Heſiod. To begin, let us therefore read the Line 


before quoted with the two following : 
UVitima Cumai venit jam Carminis tas; 
Magnus ab integro Seclorum naſtitur Ordo; 
Jam redit © Virgo, redeunt Saturnia Regna. 


which will bear this Paraphraſe, The remoteſt 
Age mentioned in the Verſe of the Cumœan Po- 
e now approaches; the great Order, or Round, 
of Ages, as deſeribed in the ſayed Poet, re- 
volves; now return the Virgin JuUSTiC x, 
which, in his iron Age, he tells ws, left the 
Earth; and now the Reign of S ATU, which 
1 deferibed in hy goes wi is come again. If 

Gt 

vs 


we tum to the go and iron, Ages, in the 
1 Iorks 
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Works and Days, we ſhall find this Allufion very 
natural. | 


ENCE IDSA 
f the irgi on in his Com- 
— to Pollio on his new born Bon: 

Ii. Deum Vitam act ip iet. 


He fhall receive, or lead, the Life of Gods; as 
the ſame Poet tells us they did in the Reign 
of SATURN. | 


Ns n roi CT — 
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They lived like Gods; and entirely without La- 


feret ommia Tellus ; 


Now Raftros patietur Humus, non Vines Falcem : 


Robuftus quog, jam Tawris Jaga folvet Arator: 


The Earth foall bear all Things; there fhall be 


1% Occaſion for Inflrament: of Hurbandry, 1s 
rake the Ground, or prome the Vine ; the flurdy 


_ Plow 
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Plowman ſhall nnyoke hir Oxen, and live in Eaſt; 
as they did in the Reign of Saturn, as we arc 


told by the ſame Cumaan Poer, 


—_ Caen dee 
"Aumugim, i ee 


The fertile Earth bore its Fruit ſpontaneonſly, 
and in Abundance. 


Here we ſce ſeveral natural Alluſions to our 
Poet, whence it is not unreaſonable, for ſuch as 
miſtake the Country of Jleſiad, to imagine, th:t 
all Jirgil would ſay to compliment Pollo, 
on the Birth of his Son, is, that now ſuch a Son 
is born, the golden Age, as deſcribed by Heſicd, 
ſhall retum; and granting the Word Comet to 
carry this Senſe with it, there is Nothing of a 
Prophecy mentioned, or hinted at, in the whole 


Eclogue, any more than I irgils own, by poctical 


Licenſc. 


This 
Cumes ſlill remains, which cannot very caſyly bc 
uered, that Cm was not the Country of 
Heſiod, as | have proved in my Diſcourſe on 
the Life of our Pect, but of his Father; and, 
what will be a ſtrong Argument agzainft it, a'l 
the antient Poets, who have uſed an Either 


great Objection to their Interpretation of 


taken from his Country, have choſe that & 
Afr 
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A. 


Aquinox, vernal, and autumn. Book II. Note 10, 
Ages, Book I. Verſe 148. 

The Golden Age. Book I. Verſe 150, 

The Silver Age, Book 1, Verte 174. 

The Bralen Age, Book I. Verſe 194 Note 25, 
The Age of Heros, Bonk I. Verſe 240. Note 26, 
The ion Age, Bock I. Vaſe 246, 
The Ani, Bouk III. Verſe 48, Note 5. 

Aera, Book II. Verlc 349. Note 29, and 30, 


Au- 


256 


Friendibip. Book II. Verle 443, 


A. INDEX to the 


Augury. Book III. Verſe 64. 


Note 7. 


Autumn: a ſhort Deſcription, Book II. Verſe 48. 
C. 


Chaſtity in Love, and Inducements to it. Book I. Verſe 


496. 
The Crane, and Signs from her. Book II. Verſe 91. 
Note 7. 


D. 


Days, lucky and unlucky, All Book 111, Note 2, 4, 6. 


8; and the Table of the antient Greek Month in 


Note 10. 
Dew. Book II. Verſe 233. Note 15, 


s, +. A Criticilm on the Paſſage. Book I. Note 
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Note 23, 
Emulation and Envy, Book 1, Verſe 23, Note 4. 


Fame, Book II. Verſe 526. 

Feaſt ; a ſhort rural Deſcription, Book . Verſe 256, 

= 4s idle People met. Book II. Verſe 264. 
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G, The 


"Tx h oe. A Criticiſm on the Paſſage, Book 1. 
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G. 


The Grasshopper. Book 11. Verſe 268. Note 20, 
H. 
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